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Tuly 12. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Seſl.l. 


The Letter from the Synod of Divinesin Eng+ 
land to the Generall eAſſembb. | 


Right Honourable, right Reverend, and dearly belaved 
Brethren in JESUS CHRIST, 


— 5 wc have great cauſe to bleſſe God for 
WR the brotherly Union .of theſe.rwo 
pagan - =_ comme =_ Re- 
-- ligion and Liberty, and fort 
band of De Shich hath xg 
ſ panicd the joyntendeaygurs of both, 
.an the proſ thereof : So, we 
* cangot bur be fadly and deeply ſen- 
L.. Gble of thoſe many obſtrutions and 
——————— . difficulties, wherewith God in his: 
wiſdom hath ſe{Weood to.exerciſe his Servants in both King- 
doms in the carrying on of that work,wherein they ſtand ſo much 
ingaged, Herein he hath clearly manifeſted his own power, wilſ- 
dom, and goodnefſe for our incouragement totruſt him in the 
managing of his own Work, and our utter inability roeffe& it of 
our ſelves, thereby to train us up to a mote hymble and fairhful 
dependency upon him to do all, when we by out own wildom and 
ſtrength can do nothing. Our Papa we muſt contefle , > 
2 


IN . 
- 


2 _ The Generall eAſſembly, 1648. __ 
and haye been m y48e.yet in the midſt of them gll'w -annot bur 
thankfull reregghs ns Karr? 20-19 = indy agcungs w* hath bin 
4nd llitagrecomi read rleingo our hears, tas God 
h'givenyou wiſdom timely toforslee approaching dangers, 
eſpecial co behold, as the ftedfaſtneſſe of 'y 


our Faith, 'm that 
borh formerly you have been andar preſent are able ro'truſt God 
in ſtraits and ro appear for him in greateſt dangers , ſo your emi- 
nent faithfulneſſe and integrity in-your firm adhering to your firſt 
principle$, add chiefly in your conſtancy and zeal for the pieſetva- 
tion and proſecution of the Solemn League and Covenant, ſo Ke- 
ligiouſly ingaged in by both Kingdoms: In your vigorous purſu- 
ance whereof, with muchthanktulneſſero God, We are very ſen- 
ſible more particularly: of your ſteering ſo ſteady , and even a 
courſe berween the dangerous rocks- of Prophaneſſe and Malig- 
nancie on the one hand, and of Errour , Schiſme , Herefie and 
Blaſphemy on che other hand ; as alſo of your conſtant deſires 
ande<ndeavonrs to preſerve the Peace and Union berween the two 
Nations ſo nearly and ſo many wayes United. In all which we 
humbly acknowledge the mercy and faithfulneſſe of God in guid- 
ing you {6 greciouly hither ; and through his affiſtance we ſhall 
ſill be ready roafford you the beſt help and incouragement of our 
prayers andpraiſes ro God on your behalf , having this confidence 
that he who hath already youchſated you and us ſo many bleſſed 
pledges of his favour, will in his own time and way accompliſh 

is own Work, which ſo much concerneth his own Glory and 
his Peoplesgood., To his moſt gracious protection and guidance 
in theſe doubrfull and dangerous times wehumbly commend you 
and all your holy endeavours, and reſt. 


Weſtminſter Tune 7. 


1648. Subſcribed in the name and by the 
Dire appointment of the whole A(em- 
To the Right | Honou- ty by we. | | 


rable, Righe Reve- ; 4 
rend, the Generall Af- Cuanrrtzs Hunts, Prolochtor. 
ſembly of the Church W1rrtiam Goucns, Aﬀeſlor. 

of ' Scotland, or their Hunxy Rozxoucn, Scriba. 

y Commilsioners. Av0nIxam BrrizLlp, Scribs. 
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The Generall Aſſembly, 1648 
; lays. onde, SEV: 
-.. AT concerning Commiſcions from Burehs. 


T is reſolved by the Generall Aſſembly, untill the mat-' 
tex concerning Commilsjoners from Burghs be further 
choughr upon, 'Thar in the mean time according to the 
ordinary practiſe no Commilſsion tothe Generall Aſ- 
ſembly be admirted from, Burghs,  but-ſuch as ſhall- be 'conſenred 
ro, and approven by the Miniſtry and:Seſsions thereof ; the per- 

ſons elected being always Elders. 


luly 1$. 1648.” Antemeridiem. Se.VL 


At concerning the examining of the proceedings 
 _. of the Commiſsioners of eAſſemblies. _. 


JH E Generall Aſſembly renews and reviyes the AR 
of the Aſſembly holden at Brumiland Anno-x601. 
concerning the examination of the proceedings af 
1 che Commilsion of the Generall Aſſembly; :renour 
WEESSERM whereot follows. The Aſſembly hath Ordained that in 
every Aſſembly $0 be conveened in all time coming ſuch as ſhall happen io 
be apporntid Commj(sioners from the Generall Aſſembly, to endure while 
the Aſſembly next thereafter, ſhall. givt an account of their proceedings 
during the whole time of their Commiſs1on in the beginning of the Aſ- 
ſembly, before any other cauſe or matter be handled,and their proceedings 
70 be allowed or diſallowed as the Aſſembly ſball think expedjent . 


| duly 18. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Sefſ.YII.. | 


Approbation of the proceedings of the Commiſ- 
gr of the preceding Afembh. | 


z» egy; HE Generall Aſſembly having \examined the 
22/92) proceedings of the- Commilsion . of the prece- 
6. ding Aﬀembly , eſpecially their Declarations, 

VO Remonſtrances , Repreſentations , Petitions, 

Rr Saf Vindication, and other Papers relating to-che 

mm 4 preſenc Engagement'in War, Do unanimouſly 

yt -*--/finde'thar in-all their proceedings , they have 
been zealous, diligent and Faithfull in diſcharge ofthe cruſt com- 
mirred ro them;'And therefore ratifie 'and-approvethe whole pro- 
ceedings, As and conclifionsof- the faid Commilzion, and.par- 
ticularly their Paptrs relating ro che [laid Engagement, and their 


judgement 


4 The:Generall Aſſembly, 1648. 
judgement_of the unlawfylneſſe thereof, Appointing Mr. Fohn 
Moncrieff Moderator pro temporet0\remun them thanks if 
name of the Aſſembly tor theargreat pains, travells and fideliry in 
matters of \bprewve concermment 48the Cauſe of God andro this 
Kirk, amidſt ſo great and many difficulries. 


luly 20.1648.  Poftmeridiem," SN. 
Approbation of the larger Catechiſme. 


WH E Generall Aſſembly having exactly examined 
S229 and (erioufly confidered, the larger Catechiſme 
} agreed upon by the Aſſembly of Divines fitting 
ey at ef minfer with affiftance of Copymilgione;s 
"et: fromthis Kirk, Copies thercof þeigg Printed, 
mY 2& and ſentto Presbyreries for the more exaRt try- 
> _ ,,-__. _ all thereof, and pyblick intimatjon being tre- 
quently mage in this Afſembly,thatevery one that had any doubts 
'or objeions upon it, might put them in ; Do finde upon dye exs- 
-mination thereof, Thar the ſajd Carechiſme 1s agreeable 'to the 
Word of God, and jo nothing contrary to the regeived Dodtine, 
Worſhip, Dyciptine and Govexnment of this Kirk,, n neceſſary 
_—_ che intended Unitormity in Kefigion, and s rich rreafure 
forincreafing knowledge among the people of God + And there- 
forethe Aſſembly, as they bleſle the Lord thar fo excellent a Ca- 
rechiſmeis ptepared, ſo they Approverhe ſame as a part of Unj- 
formiry ; A grecing for their part,rhar it be a common, Catechifme 
for the three Kingdoms, and a DireQory for Catechifing fuch xs 
have mgde ſome proficiency in the knowledge of the grounds 
of. Religion. | 42 Wh bs 


July 21. 1648. Antemeridiem, Seſſ-XI- 2 


At againſt ſudden admitting depoſed eMini- 
feers to particular Congregations. © 


E Generall Aſſembly conſidering the danger 
of ſudden recciving of depoſed Miniſters at this 

mg time when - Malignancy is. likely to ſpread , 
= Thercfore finding jt neceflary wncill zbe ends of 


TEE aid the Solemn League and Covenant be jeiled and 
PLING {ecured to refrain the uddennels af 3dminting 
depoled Mini to particular chargasy Do-Ondainahes agent 


The (General Aſſembly, 1648. 5 


ſanding any Licenſe to be granted for opening the mouths of de- 
- poſed Miniſters yer they ſhall nor be nally wdemerred £0 any par- 
ticular Congregations without conſent of the Generall Aflembly; 
Declaring for ſuch a$ have already their mouths opened before the 
time, that if any calling to a particular charge offer uaro them be- 
fore chenext Aſſembly, it ſhall be ſufficient for them ro have the 
conſent of the Commilsioners of this Generall Aſſembly, 


Tuly 25. 1648: A4ntemeridiem, Sel. XIV. 


The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Paper ſent from 
the Commuttee of Eſtates of the 24. Faly.: ' 


HE Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the 

Paper of the 24. Faly delivered to them fromthe 
, conference, and having compared it with the 0+ 
ther Paper of the 17. of Fuly preſented from the- 
$2 Honourable Committee of Eſtates whereunto is 
relates, and with the Declaration lately emitted 
| by the Committee to the Parliament and King: 
dom of Evglazd, finde that it is ſuppoſed by their Lordſhips, 
chat we may be ſatisfiedin poine of the ſecurity of Religion ac- 
cording tothe Coyenant, notwithſtanding of the preſent gage: 
ment in war ; The Aſſembly do therefore in anſwer to the lai 
Paper declare, ; 

That we fee no poſhbility of ſecuring Religion ; as long as this 
unlawfull Engagement is carried on, Religion being thereby 
greatly endangered, 

I. Becauſe none of the juſt and neceſſary defires of the Com+ 
' miſkon of the late Generall. Aſſembly for ſecuring Religion have 
bin granted or fatisfied;More particularly it was repreſented to the 
Righ and Honourable Contr of Parliament, that for ſecuring of 
Religion, it was neceſſary that the Popiſh, Prelaticall and Malig- 
nant party, be declared Enemies to the Caule upon the one hand, 
as well as Searies upon the other , and that all Aflocations, ci- 
ther in Forces or Councels with the former as well as the latter be 
avoided. That his Majeſties Conceſsionsand offers concerniug 
Religion, ſent home from the Iſle of wight, be declared by the 
Parliament to be unſatisfacory, Thatibefore his Majeſties reſtituy 
tion tothe exexcilc.of his Royall power, aflurance be had from his 
Majeſty by his {ſolemn Oath: under bis hand and Seal forſetling 
Religion according tothe Covenant, Thattheir Lordſhips ſhould 
keep themſelves from owning any quarrdl concerning. his Majer 
On Pogyin vgice, That che. taanaging - of the publike affairs» 


might be entzaſted onely to-ſuch perſons #5. have given conſent 
pr 
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6 T he Generall eAſſembh, 1648. 
proof of their integrity, and againſt whom there is no juſt canſe of 
exception or jealouſie , and rhar there might be no Engagemenc 
without a ſolemn Oath, wherein the Kirk ought to have the ſame 
intereſt they had in the ſolemn League & Covenant; All which are 
more particularly expreſſed in the Papers given in by rhe Commit- 
ſion of the late Aſsembly ro the Parliament ; notwithſtanding the 
Engagement hath been carried on wirhour ſatisfaction to theſe 
and the like deſires, and ſo without giving ſecurity in the point of 
Religion, bur with great and manifeſt danger to theſame. + 

2. Asthe happyUnion of the Kingdoms,by the [olemn League 
and Covenant hath been juſtly looked upon as a-ſpeciall means for 
preſcrving and ſtrengrhening the true Reformed Religionin this 
Ifl>nd, So it is no lefſe weakened and hurt by endeavouring a 
breach between theſe Kingdoms ; Which howlſoever diſclaimed, 
is yer manifeſt from the reality of the publike proceedings in this 
Engagement, and namely from the neglect of endeavouring a 
Treaty between the Kingdoms for preventing of War andþlood- 
ſhed as was earneſtly defired , from their aſſociating and-joyning 
with known Malignants and Incendiaries, and ſuch as haye-been 
declared Enemies co this Cauſe, from their entring the Kingdom 


of Enzland with an Army, upon the groundsof the Dechararjon 


of the Parliament , which cannot but infer a National quarrel! 
againſt the Parliament and Kingdom of England , and fromPtheir 
garriſoning the frontire Towns of that Kingdom. TOY 

- 3. The Engagement is carried on by ſuch means and ways; as 
tend to the de roying of Religion, by enſnaring and forcing the 
conſciences of the people of God with unlawfull Bands and 
Oathes, and oppreſling the Perſons and Eſtares of ſuch as'have 
been moſt aQive and zealous for Religion and the Covenane. All 
which is ſtrengrhened and authorized by Acts of Parliament, 'ap- 
pointing rhat all that do not obey, or per{ſwade others nor to obey 
the Reſolutions of Parliament and Committee anent this Engage- 
ment, or who ſhall not ſubſcribethe At and Declaration of the 
10. Func, 1648. impoſed upon all the Subjeds, ſhall be holden as 
enemies to the Cauſe and to Religion , and have their perſons ſe- 
cured, and their Eſtates intrometred with, ; 

4. The _—_— is carried/on, not without great encroach- 
ments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, as we are ready to clear in 
many particulars. j 

Wherefore the ſecurity of Religion, and carrying on of the 
preſent Engagement being inconſiſtent, We do propoſe forthe 
neceſsary ſecurity and ſafety of Religion , that all- the dangers 
thereof may be taken to confideration, and amongſt the reſt the 
ſaid Engagement as one of thegreateft which yet being eſtabliſhed 
and authorized by A of Parliament, we leaveir to their Lord- 
ſhips to think of what remedies may be provided for redre{sing 
grievances which flow from ſuch As and Ordinances, 'This:we 

are 


y 


The Generall Aſſembly, 1648. of 


are ſure of, the publike deſires of the Kirk will abundantly wit- 
neſſe for us, thar ſuch things as were neceſſary for the ſecurity of 
Religion, were in due ſeaſon repreſented, and yet nor granted b 
them that had greater power and authority at that time, when it 
was much more eafieto give ſatisfaction thereinthen now; So thar 
the blame cannot lye upon the Genemll Aſſembly or their Com- 
miſsiones that Religion is not ſecured. 


luly28. 1648. Antemeridiem, SeſCXVIIL. 
Att and Declaration againſt the At of Parlia- 


ment and Committee of Eſtates ordained to be 
Jubſcribed the 19. and 12.of Fune, and againſt 
all new Oathes or Bands in the common Cauſe 


impoſed without conſent of the (hurch. 


eg HE Generall Aſſembly taking to conſideration 
| [®&N a Declaration and Ac of Parliament, of the date 

R,Q/5 10.0t Func, 1648. highly concerning Religion, 
REN'S and the conſciences of the People of God inthe 
Yrs Land,and one Act of the Committee of Eſtates, 
Oe of the date 12. of Fure, 1648. both publiſhed 
in Print, whercby all SubjeRs are Ordained by ſubſcription to 
acknowledge as juſt, and oblige themſelves to adhere unto the 
{aid Act and Declaration, containing an obligation upon their ho- 
nours and credits, and as they deſire to be, and to be holden ,as lo- 
vers of thei: Country, Religion, Laws and Liberrttes, to joyn and 
concur with their Perſons and Eſtates in the aſsiſtance of the exc- 
cution, and obſervation of the Acts and Conſtitutions of this 
Parliament, as the moſt fir and neceflary remedies of the by-gone 
and preſent evils and diſtractions of this Kirk and Kingdom , and 
for the preſe: vation of Religion, Laws and Liberties and of his 
Majeſties authority, with certification that ſuch as refuſe or delay 
to ſubſcribe the {ame , ſhall be holden as Enemies and' Oppoſites 
tothe common Cauſe, conſiſting in the maintenance of the true 
reformed Religion, of the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom 
and of his Majeſties authority. Which ſubſcription the Aſſembly 
cannot otherwiſe look upon,then as a ſnare for the People of God 
to involve them in guiltineſle, and ro draw them from their for- 
mer Principles and Vows in the jſolemn League and Covenant. 
For that ſubſcription were anapproving of ſome As of Parlia- 
ment, which they have never-yet ſeen nor known, they not being 
all publiſhed, were an agreeing to As of Parliament, highly 

B - concert» 


8 The Generall ef ombb, 1648. 


cotcerning Religion and che Covenant, made not onely without, 
bur exprefly againſt che adviſe of the King, were an acknowledge 
ing of this preſent Engagement m War, in all the means and ways 
for promoving the ſane, robe the moſt fie and neceſſary remedies 
of the by-goneand preferit evils,whereas fo many Petitions to the 
Parliament, from Conmmiddges of War , Synods, Presbyreries 
and Paroches have madeirt appear , that they are no way ſatisfied 
therewith in point of conſcience ; were an alcribing of a power to 
the Parliantent;to declare theſe ro be enemies to the true Religion, 
whom the Kirk hath not dectared ro be fuch bur rather frifds, 
werean approving of an A& made for the reſtraining the liberty 
of printing from the Kitk, yea and of all the AQts of the Com- 
mittee of Eſtates, to be madein timecoming, till March 1650, 
which by A&of Parlianient are ordained to be obeyed ; were an 
allowing of Acts for ſecuring of the perſons , 2nd intromerting 
with the Eſtates of ſuch as themſelves ſhall not obey,or perſwade 
others not to obey refotations concerning this Engagement, and 
for protecting perſons nnder Kirk Cen{ures, and fo an infringing 
and violating of the Liberties and Diſcipline of the Kirk eftabli- 
ſhed by the Laws of the Land, and ſwornto in the Nationall 
Covenant to be deferided,under the { 2-50 contained in the Law of 
God. And inallthefe, fach as do ſubſcribe, do binde rhenfelves 
not only toaRive obedience in their own perfons, but to the wts 

of active obedierice upon alt others, and ſo draw upon theniſetves 
all the gaileinefle and ſad conſequences of the preſent 

merit ; Yea, {och as#te Methbers of Parliament, and have in the 
Oath of Parliament {worr not to Vote or confent to any thirig, 
but whar to their beft knowledge, is moſt expediem for Religion, 
Kirk and Kingdom, and accordingly have reafoned againſt, and 
diflented from divers &&s of this Parligment, Theſe by the fub- 
ſcription of this A&, cannot efchew the danger of petjury, in 
obliging themſelves to a&ive obedience tothele As, which ac- 
cbrding to their Oath, they did judge unlewtull, Neicher can 
the 38. Ad ofthe Parſiament r640.whetein ſach a kinde of Band 
was cnaced to be ſubfcribed by any precedent or Watrram for ſab- 
ſcribing of this A, For it plainly appears by the narrative of 
that AQ omirred in this Band , how great a difference there is be. 
eween the condition of affairs then and now. ' Then the Kings 
Comilsioner had left and difchdtged the firting of the Partia- 
ment, then the Partiament for fitting was declared Traitors, and 
Armies in Zn;land and Irelahd prepared againſt them, then not on- 
Iy the As, bur thevery #nthority of P arliamenrt was called in 
, chen Kirk and State were united in che Canfe againſt the 
Malignant party, then nothing wes determined in Parliament in 
matters of Reſtgion without, much lefle againſt the advice of the 
Kirk : Bur beſide thar, it was rrotthoughr expedicm by the Srare, 
chat that Band ſhonld be preſſed through the Kingdom. The caſe 


now 
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The Generall Aſſembly, 1648. 9: 
now not onely differs from what was then , But is in many things 
juſt contrary , as is evident 'toall who-will compare the two toge- 
ther. And rherefore the Generall Aﬀembly ptofeſlidig all render 
reſpetrothe High and Honourable Court of Parliament and 
Committee of Eſtares,but finding a ſtrairertye of God lying upon 
their Conſciences, that they be not found unfaithfull watchmen, 
and berrayers of the ſouls of theſe committed ro their charge, Do 
unanimouſly Declare the fore ſaid ſubſcription to be unlawfull and 
ſinfull. And do warn, and inthe Name of the Lord Chargeall 
the members of this Kirk, to forbear the ſubſcribing of rhe ſaid 
ARaand Declaration, much more the urging of the ſubſcription 
thereof, as they would not incur the wrath of God, and the Cen- 
{ures of the Kirk. And conſidering how neceſlary itisthat accor-' 
ding tothe eighth deſire of the Commiſsioners of the Aſſembly * 
rothe Parliament, the Kirk might have the ſame intereſt in any 
new Oathes in this Cauſe, as they had inthe ſolemn League and 
Covenant, and what dangers of contradictory Oathes, perjuries 
and {nares ro mens conſciences may fall our otherwiſe : Therefore 
they likewiſe Enjoyn all the members of this Kirk, ro forbear the 
1wearing, ſubſcribing or preſsing of any new Oathes or Bands in 
this Cauſe, without adviſe and concurrence of the Kirk, eſpeci- 
ally any negative Oathes or Bands, which may any way limit or 
reſtr3iti them in the duties whereunto they are obliged , by natio- 
nall'or ſolemn League and Covenant, and that with certification 
as aforeſaid.” And fuch as have already: preſſed or ſubſcribedthe 
foreſaid Atand Declaration, The Generall Aſſembly doth here- 
by exhort them moſt carneſtly in the bowels of Chriſt, to'repent 
of that their defetion. And Ordains that Presbyreries, or in caſe 
of their negligence, or being overawed the provinciall Synods or 
the Commilſsion bt the Aſſembly , which of rhem ſhall firſt oc- 
cur, "and in caſe of rhe Synods negligence, that the ſaid Commil- 
ſion be carefull to proceed againſt, and cenſure the Contraveeners 
of rhe A& according to the quality and degree of their offences 
aSthey will be anſwerable to the General! Aſſembly , and char 
therefore this Abe ſent to Presbyteries to be publiſhed in the 


{ſeveral Kirks of their bounds. 


10 The Generall ef ſembly, 1648. 
Eodem die Poſtmeridiem, SeſſXIX. 


Approbation of the ſhorter Catechiſme. 
$r 
BY nd; upon due examinmtion thereof, Thar the ſaid 
Catcchiſme is agreeable co the Word jof God, 
3 in nothing contrary to the received Dodrine, Worſhip, Di 
ſcipling and Government of this Kirk, And therefore Approvethe 


la ſhoner Carechiſme as z part of the intended Uniformiry, to 
be a DireRaty for Carcchiling ſuch as are of weaker capaciels. | 


HE General Aſſembly having ſeriouſly conſide « 
red the ſhorter Carechifme, agreed upon by the 
Aſſembly of Divines fieting at Weſtminſter. with 
BS fide ps of Dojmntblones from this Kirk, Doe 


hſcharging 4 little Catechi/me _— at 
2dinburgh, 1647. 


oriling ofake ſaid nnens, th of the Fnleng Hs rope 
whasloever ther agg ace the ſame. be of, aod 


alſo all Printers ” oo 
iame, And Two Pr ro rake ome 
this A@boobtged.”. __ 


Ft. 
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 ADeclaration of the Generall Aſembly concern- 
| ing the preſent os yy of Religion, and eſpe- 
| [ 


cially the unlawfu engagement in War, a> 
gainſt the Kingdom of England ; Together, 
with many neceſiary exhortations and direfi- 


ons to all the Members of the Kirk of 
Scotland. 


AT cannot ſeem ſtrange to any that conſidereth the 
grext truſt char lyeth on us, comparing the ſame 
- with the eminent dangers wherewith the Cauſe 
> of God is invironed in this Land, if ac this cime 
Ta We declareour ſenſe thereof, and warn the peo- 

P ple of God from this watch-tower of the pre- 
to them : Our witnefle is in heaven, and 
our record on high, that we doe not this trom any diſ-reipeR ro 
the Parliament whom we have honouted and will ever honour and 
alſo obey in all chings which are agreeable ro the Word of God, 
ro our Solemn Covenants, and tothe duties of our callings, Nor ' 
trom any diſloyalty or unducifulacfle- ro the: Kings Majeſty, to 
whom we heartily wiſh, and to his poſterity after him, a 
Reigric over theſe Dominions, Nor from any factious diſpficion 
or ſiding with this or that party whatſoever, Not from ary con- 
rentious humour about light or ſmall matrers, Nor from any fa- 
vour to or complyznce with Sectaries, againſt whoſe curſed opi- 
nions and ungodly practiſes, we have heretofore given ample te- 
ſtimony, and are ſtill obliged by Sokema Covenant to endeavour 
the extirpation of Herefie and Schifa z But from the conſcience 
of our duty when the glory of God, the Kingdom of bis Son, 
his Word, Ordinances, Government, Covenant , Miniſtery, 
Confciences of People, Peace and Libenies of rhe Kirk arc in» 
compaſſed and almoft overwhelmed with great and growing 


How freely and fawhdulbyrie ſervants of God of old have ve> 
buked fin inperſons of all ranks, noc ſparing Kings, Stazes nor 
Kingdoms, the Scopus mutual #& wait glaia: eo all hes faak 
thereon; Neither want we domeſtict examples , if we look back 
«linle npon the behaviours of our zeatous Anceſtours inthis Kirk: 
who not oaly intheir Sennons. feveratly with great gravity 


UMI 
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freedom reproved the fins of the time , But more eſpecially in the 
Kirk Jadicatories plain and downright dealing was moſt frequent 
and familiar, as appears in the Aſſemblies holden in F#»e and in 
Oitober 1582. in Offober 1583. in cMay 1592.1n May 1594. and in 
March 1595. And not only.the General Afſembly.by chemſelves, 
bur allo by their Commiſſioners faithfully and freely laboured to 
oppoſe all the ſteps of detefion', as ar other timex, fo in the yeer 
1596. wherein four or five ſeveral times they. gave moſt free ad- 
monirions to the King, Pailtament and Councell, with a Proteſta- 
cion ar'thelaſt before God, that they were free of tlieir blood,and 
of whatſoever judgement ſhould fall upon the Realm , and thar 
they durſt not for fear off commirting High Treaſon againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt rhe onely Monarch of his: Kirk. abſtain any longer trom 
fighting againſt cheir proceedings with the ſpirituall armour gran- 
red to them of God,and mighty in him for overthrowing all theſe 
bulwarks ſerup againſt his Kingdom : And in their Declaration 
then emitted tothe Kingdom, they ſhew that it was a-main deſign 
ro have the freedom of the Spirirot GO D in the rebuke of Sin 
by the mouth of his Servants reſtrained; and therefore they warne 
all Paſtours of cheir duty in applying Dofrine and free preaching. 
Like as the Aſſembly, 24. March 1597 reckons up amongſt the 
corruptions of the Miniftery to be cen{nared with deprivation, if 
continued in , the not applying their Do@rine againſt the corrup- 
rions of the time.,/which 'was renewed in our late Aſſembly ar 
Glaſzow 1638. What' hath been done fince that Aſſembly is in re- 
cent memory, andthe Papers to thar purpoſe have been publiſhed 
in Print, andareinthe hands of all, Therefore being warranted 
by the Word of Gov, and encouraged by the forementioned 
examples, as after exaR examination ,: we have approventhe pro- 
ceedings of the Commilſsioners of the laſt Generall Aſembly,and 
ſpecially their Declarations, Deſires, Repreſentations , Remon- 
ſtrances, Supplications, Vindication and other Papers, relating to 
the preſent engagment in"War, wherein they have given good 
proof of their fidelicy, wildom and zeal inthe cauſe ot G 0», So 
we finde our ſelves neceſlicate ro make knownunto all the People 
of G o » in this Nation our ſenſe concerning the dangers and du- 
cies of this preſent time. 

The cry of the inſolencies of this preſent Army from almoſtall 
the parts of this Kingdom, hath been ſo great that it hath gone up 
to heaven, and if we ſhould be filent, we could not be reputed 
faichfull in the performance of our duty. We do acknowledge 
thar it is incident unto all Armies to be' ſubje& unto ſome diſor- 
ders, andthe Miniſters of the Kingdom have not been deficient in 
former rimes to repreſent the ſame as they come unto their kuow- 
ledge, calling for:the redreſſe of them- at their hands who had 
power : But the Commilsioners of this preſent Aſſembly from 
the ſeverall'Provinces haveexhibired greac variety of abreery's 

candale 
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ſcandals and hainous impieries and infolencies committed by per- 
fors-imiployed in this ſervice, whereof we think firting here to 
give you a ronety. 

As if liberty had been proclaimed to the laſts of tewd men, Thefs 
that Have been ittiployed in very matiy places of the Land have - 
uſed horrible extortion of Moneys at their pleafure,and beſide the 
raking of viduals a5 they would for their own uſe , they have in 
feverall ptaces wilfally deſtroyed the ſame , and have plundred 
many houſes, taking 2lf away they could,and deſtroying wharthey 
cold not carry awzyy In this great opprefsion & fpoil of goods as 
the ſufferers were mariy,'fo choiſe hath been made of thofe who 
Peritionred theHigh and Honourable Court of Parkiamenc for ſatis- 
faciontorheir Concierices before the Engagement, or who were 
known to make con(cience of the worſhip of God in their fami- 
lies, on whom they might exerciſe their taging wrath and unſ(s- 
tiable coverouſneſſe ; Nor ſtayed their rage heregbut as though the 
war had been againſt God, publick Faſts have not only been ne- 
gleed, bur profaned by riotous ſpending and making merry, Di- 
vine Worſhip have been in many parts diſturbed , fome Miniſters 
and people impeded from mow eogether, orhers ſcattered whe 
they were mer,ſome taken ont of Kirks intime of worthip, others 
apprehended at their coming out atthe Kirk doors and carryed 
away ; Beſides theſe Miniſters in performing the worſhip of God 
have been menaced , contradited , not without blaſphemous 
Oarhes, yea their perſons in Pulpit aſſaulted, not ro ſpeak of the 
ſpoiling ot cheir goods, taking, bearing, cdtrying away their per- 
ſons and detaining them for atime. And finally that which exceeds 
all che reſt and is more immediately and direfly againſt God, 
there hath alſo been many crueff mockings of his Worſhip, and 
horrid blaſphemies ; And it is not ro be marvelled char fuch in- 
ſolencies have been commirred , ſince there hach been admitted 
upon this ſervice ſome Papiſts, ſome bloody Inſh Rebels, ſome 
non. Covenanters, and very many fugitives from Kirk Diſcipline, 
Finally, even thoſe who have been upon the late Rebellion, and 
theſe not onely common Sonldiers but Commanders, beſide ma- 
ny voltmticrs who have no ſpeciall command and efuſt, 

Befides all theſe, the Liberties of the Kirk have been grievourl- 
ly enctoached upon : 1. By emitting Declarations from the Pax- 
lizoenr and Committee of Eſtates , containing leverall chings 
highly concetning Religion without the advice or conſent of the 

rall Aſſembly or their Commiſsionets, which was aground 

of proreſtation to divety Metnbers of Parliament who have been 
moft ze#lons and ative in the Canſe., 2. The Article of Religion 
as expreſſed in the DOE of Parliament hab - ir on dan- 
rotrs exprefitons, which are particularly inſtanced in - 
rarion of the Commilsjoners of the Comerat! Aﬀembly , in 
the ſatite Article of Religion in the lace Declaration of the Com- 
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mittce of Eſtates ro England is more unſatisfactory then the for- 
mer: Like as in the ſaid late Declaration there is a totall omiſſion 
of ſome moſt marcriall chings pretended to in the Declaration of 
Parliament as ſatisfactory in point of (ecuring Religion, vis. the 
; clauſe concerning ſecurity to be had from his Majeſty by his ſo- 
lemn Oath under his hand and Seal, thar he ſhall for himſelt and 
his Succeſſors give his Royall aſſent, and agree ro ſuch Actor As 
of Parliament, and Bills as ſhall be preſented ro him by his Par- 
liamenrs of both and either Kingdoms reſpectively for enjoyning 
Presbyteriall Government , Directory of Worſhip and Contfet- 
fion of Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions , and that his Maje- 
ſie ſhall never make oppoſition to any of thoſe, nor endeavour 
any change thereof alſo the clauſe againſt aſſociation with any 
thar-retule ro rake the Covenant is omitred - From all which it 
may appear in how great danger the liberties of che Kirk and even 
Religion it. elf are left. 3. In the cloſe of the Declaration of 
Parliament, there is a new and unſound glofle put upon the Cove- 
nant and As of- Generall Aſſembly, contrary to the ſenſe of the 
General Aſſembly ir ſelf, as is more fully expreſſed inthe Repre- 
ſentation of thelate Commilsion. 4. Nq redreſle by the Parlia- 
ment of certain injuries complained of to their Lordſhips by che 
Commilſsioners of the preceding Generall Aflembly. .5. En- 
deavours to weaken-and fruſtrate Kirk-Cenſures by making provi- 
fions for ſecuring the ſtipends of ſuch as ſhall be cenſured tor their 
concurriag:in,: or preaching for this preſent Engagement. 6. A 
miſrepreſentation ofthe proceedings of the Commilsjon of the 
Generall Aſſembly by che Parliaments Letter of May 11.to the ſe- 
verall Presbyreries ,” endeavouring to incenſe them againſt the 
Commiſsion of the-late Aſſembly and to pre-ocupie their Com- 
miſsioners to this Aſſembly. 7. Whereas there were many Peti- 
tions preſented to the High and Honourable Courr of Parliament 
from the Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly, Synods and 
Presbyreries againſt the preſent Engagement as ſtated in the Par- 
liaments Declaration, yet notwithſtandiug of the ſaid Petitions, 
and notwithſtanding of many free and frequent warningsgiven by 
faithfull Miniſters in their Sermons , notwithſtanding allo that ic 
was not unknown how much the generality of the wel-affeed 
inthe Kingdqm were unſatisfied in their conſciences with the 
grounds and way of the ſaid Engagemenr,. yer good people are 
not onely'lefc unſatisfied in their and our deſires , but compelled 
and forced eitherto (in againſt their conſciences or to be. under 
heavy preſſures and burdens: 8. Yeain the late Band injoyned to 
be ſubſcribed by all the SubjeRts of this Kingdom, men are put to 
itto joyn and concur with their Perſons and Eſtates, in the ad- 
vancement, furtherance and afliſtance of the execution, obedi- 
ence, and obſervation of the As and conſtitutions of the late 


Parliament, and conſequently, as many as think the Engagement 
unlawfull, 
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unlawfull, ſhall binde themſelves not onely ro obey fortheir own 
part againſt their conſciences, bur to inforce the ſame upon others 
who refuſe, and ſo nor onely be oppreſſed, burtturn oppreſſours 
of others. 9. This all che ſubjeRs are required by the A and 
Declaration of Parliament co ſubſcribe,as they defire ro be holden 
crue lovers of Religion , Ir being further affirmed in the ſaid A& 
and Declaration, thar the Acts and Conſtitutions of the late Par- 
liamenr, are the moſt fir and neceſſary remedies for preſervation of 
Religion , wherethe Parliament aſſume ro themſelves , withour 
the adviceand conſent of the Afﬀemblies ofthe Kirk, ro judgeand 
determine ſuch things wherein, (if in any thing ) the Ecclefiaſticall 
Aſſemblies have undoubredly a ſpeciall intereſt,viz. who are to be 
holden lovers of Religion, and what are the moſt fit and neceſſary 
remedies for preſervation of Religion: Yeait is ordained by {the 
fourth A ot Parliament. 1640. that for preſervation of Religion, 
Generall Aſſemblies rightly conſtitute, as the proper and compe- 
tent Judge of all matters Eccleſiaſtical, be keeped yearly and ofener 
pro re nats. The Coronation Oath doth alſo ſuppoſe the antece- 
dent Judgement of the Kirk, asthe proper and competent judge 
whoate enemies to true Religion and who not , for his Majeſty 
obliged himſelf by that Oath, that he ſhould be carefull ro root 
out all Herericks and enemies to the true Worſhipok God, who 
ſhall be convict by the erue Kirk of God , ofthe aforeſaid crimes. 
10. The General Aſſembly and their Commiſhoners are now de- 
prived of their liberty of Printing , confirmed and ratified by A&t 
of Parliament, there being an inhibition to the contrary upon the 
Px1xrx z&,under the pain of Death by the Committee of Eſtates. 

Whereas the deſires of the Commiſhoners of the laſt Aſſembly, 
for the ſafety and {ſecurity of Religion,and the right manner of 
proceeding to war , together with the ſupplications of Provinciall 
Aſſemblies and Presbyteries, all cending rothe compoling of the 
preſent unhappy differences, and tothe begetting of a right under- 
ſtanding,have not produced the deſired and wiſhed-for effect , Bur 
onthe contrary our juſt grievances being ſtill more and more 
heightned, iniquity eſtabliſhed by a law , and thar law pur in ex- 
ecution ; We cannot chuſle but declare and give warning to all the 
people of Gov in this land,concerning the fintulneſſe and unlaw- 
fulneſle of che preſent Engagement , which may be demonſtrate 
by many reaſons, as namely, 

1.The Wars of Govs people, are called the Wars of the Loo, 

Numb. 21. 14. 2 Chron. 20. 15. and if ourcating and drinking, 
much more our engaging in war muſt be for God and for his 
glory; 1 Cor, 10. 31, whatſoever we do in word or deed, we 
are commanded to do all in thename of the Lord Jeſus, and ſo 
for his glory, Col. 3. 17. The Kingdom of G 0» and the righte- 
ouſneſle thereof is to be ſought in the firſt place and before all 
other theings, Matth. 6, 33. It was the beſt flower and garland 


in the former expeditions of this Nation, that they were for G 0 - 
C and 
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nd for Religion princip ally and mitinly. Burif che prineipall end 
Of this preſent Engage mient were for the glory of G0», How 
Comes it copaſſerthir not ſo much as one of thedefires ofthe Kirk, 
for the fateryand' ſecurity of Religion'in the ſaid Engagement, is ro 
chis day farisfied'or grariced'; Bur on' the contrary fuch'-courfes 
taken as are deſtructive ts Religion : And if G'oÞ & glory be m- 
rended what meancth the employing and protetting withis Army 
ſo-many blaſphemers, perſecutors of Piety , diſturbers-of divine 
worſhip ,- ard others guilty 6f notorious-and crying fins. Agtin, 
how cart it be pretended rhat the'goodof Reiigion'is priicipully 
aimed a, whertit is propoſed #nd detlared thatthe Kings Majeſty 
fhall be brought co- fore of his houſes-in' or near London, with 
Honour , Freedom and'Safety', before ever rhere be any {ecuriry 
had from-him, or ſo mach as any #pplication- made ro him-forthe 
good of Religion, What is: this bur eo poſtpone the honour of 
Gov, the liberties ofthe Goſpel, the ſafety of Govs people'ro an 
humane intereſt, and'to leave Religion ina condivnot uncertainty, 
unſerledrivfle andhazard', while it is ſtrongly endeavourted'to {er- 
tle and make ſure fomewhatelſe. 

2. Suppoſe the'ends of this Engugemenit to be good ( whith 
they are'nor  yetthe mearies and ways of proſecution are unlaw- 
full, becauſerhere is'nvr an equall avoiding of rocks on bork hands, 
bur a-joyning with malignanrs to' ſuppreſſe Sectaries, x joyning 
hands with x black devill ro beat a-white' devil ; They are bad 
Phyſicians who would fo'cure one diſeaſe as ro breed anorher as 
evil, or' worſe. Thar there is in the preſent Engagemenr acon- 
tederacy and'aſſoriation' ii'war with'ſuch' of the Engliſh who ar- 
cording to the ſolemn League and Covenant and Declarations of 
bothiKingdoms-, 1643. can be no otherwiſe looked upor bur as 
Malignantsand'enemits ot Reformation andche Cauſe of G o v,is 
now made ſo' manifeſt before Sun'and Moon,that we ſuppoſe none 
will deny it; Andtisno lefſe undeniable, that nor only many 
known Malignants, bur diverſe who joyned in the late rebellion 
within this Kingdom'are employed, yea, put into places of truſt : 
All which how'contrary tisrothe Word of God ,, no man'can be 
ignoramt who will artentively ſearch the Scriptures , for we finde 
therein-condemned'confederacies and aſſociations: with the ene- 
mies of erae Religion, whether Canaanites, Exod. 23. 32. and 34. 
12.15. Deut.7. 2. orother heathens 1 King. 11+ x, 2. ſuch was 
Aſa his' Covenant with' Berhadud:, 2 Chron. 16. tov. 10. Aha; 
his confederacy with the King” of - M971 2' King. 16; 7. 10. 
2:Chron. 28. 16. tov. 23. of wither the aſſociation was with 
wicked men of the ſeed of Abraham , as Fehoſhaphats with Achab 
2 Chron. 18. 3. compared with: chip. 19. 2. alſo hisſfociatior 
with Aha#ah 2 Chroy. 20. 35. and An4bs aſſociating to/him- 
ſelf r00000. of rheren' Tribes whet' G o v was nor with' them, 
2 Chrop. 25.7,8, 9, 10: The fin'ant| danger of ſuch affociations 

| may 
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may further appear from 1/aiah 8. 12.15. Fer. 2. 18. Fſal. 06. 35. 
Hoſ. 5.13. and 7.8,11. 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15. andif we ſhould eſteem 
Gods enemies to be ur enemies,8& haterhemwith perfe hatred; 
Pſzl. 139.21. how can we then joyn with them as confederates 
and aſſociates , eſpecially in a cauſe where Religion is ſo highly 
concerned , and ſeeing they have been formerly in aQuall oppo- 
ficion ro the ſame caule. 

3- Weare commanded if it bepoffible and as much as lieth in 
us to have peace with all men, Rows. 12.18, roſeck peace and pur- 
ſue ir , ſal. 34, 14. war and bloodſhed is thelaſt remedy after all 
the ways and means of peace have been uſed in vain. The intended 
war of the nine Tribes and a halt againſt the rwo Tribes and half 
was prevented by a Meſſage and Treaty of Peace Foſh. 22 ; The 
like means was uſed by Fepthah (though no with the like ſucceſs) 
tor the preventing of war with the King of Ammon Fudz. 11. The 
very light of nature hath raught- Hearhens not to make war till 
firſt all amicable wayes of preventing bloodſhed were ried, yer 
this war hath been driven on wichour obſerving any ſuch method 
of proceeding except by a meſſage wherein not ſo much as one 
breach was repreſented. Yea though theſe two Kingdoms are 
ſraitly united in Covenant, yet theſe who have carried on this 
war didnot only negle ro deſire a Treaty, bur alſo light an offer 
of a Treaty made from the Parliament of England uponthe Pro- 
poſitions of both Kingdoms. 

4. There are many clear and ful teſtimonies of Scriptures againſt 
the breach and violation of Covenants, although but between 
man and man ,-Pſal. 55. 20. Rom. 1. 31. 2 Tim. 3.3. Eſpecially 
where the name of God was interpoſed in Covenants by any of 
his people, Fer. 34. 8, 10,11, 18. Ezek, 17.18. 19. How much 
more the violation of a Solemn Covenant between God and his 
people, Lev. 26.15, 25. Dems. 17. 2-and 29. 21, I4, 25+. Fer. 22. 
$,9. 1 King. 19. 10. Dan. 11.32.Hoſ.6. 7. It therefore the preſenc 
Engagement be a breach ofour ſolemn League and Covenant, 
then they who have before takenthe Covenant, and have now 
joyned in this Engagement, muſt grant by neceſſary and infallible 
conſequence, either that the Covenant it ſelf which they took 
was unlawful,and ſuch as they cannot perform withour fin (which 
yet they cannot profeſſe) or otherwiſe,that the Engagement is un- 
lawfull and ſinful, as being a breach of Coyenant, and fo contrary 
rothe Word of God , that the preſent Engagement is a breach of 
Covenant may appear by comparing it with each of the Articles, 
for it is againſt all the fix Articles of the Covenant. 

Againſt the firſt , becauſe in of the preſervation of the 
Dorine , Worſhip, Diſcipline and) Government of this Kirk ; 
there is not onely a great quarrelling by thoſe that do Engage , at 
the preſent doarine, and tree preaching,a diſturbing of, and with- 
drawing from the Worſhip , = namely from the late — 

2 umi- 


humiliation 3 Bur.alfo a refuſall of ſuch things as were defired by 
the Commiſſian of the late Aſſembly and Provinciall Synads, as 
/ neceſſary to the preſervation of the true Reformed Religion: And 
| we haye juſt cauſe of fear-thar the Reformation of Religion in | 
Dgdrine., : Worſhip, Diſcipline -and Government is not in- 
rended to be {utficiently maintained and preſerved, when we *: 
finde fuch a limitation and reſtriction in the late Decligration of 
the Commitreee of Eſtates to the Parliament and Kingdom of 
England , That they will maintain and preſerve the Reformation of 
Religion, Daitrine , Ww ſhip , Diſcipline and Gavernment ,".as is by 
the mercy of ;G AD, and bu Majeſtits goodne(ſe eſhabliſhes by. Law 
among « ;. but as there is no: ſuch limitationin the Covenant, ſo 
we have nathad ſuch proot of his Majeſties- goodnefle asto cſta- 
bliſh by Law all that hath been by the mercies of God inadted in 
Generall Aſſetnblies. As ro the reſt of the firſt Article , concern» | 
ing the Reformation of England and Ireland, and the Uniformity, 
as there was ſome hopefull beginings thereof, and a good faun- 
dation laid, :during the late War againſt the Popiſh Prelaticall and 
Malignant party ; ſo theſtareand ground of the War being-now 
altered, and theſe choſen: for confederates , and aſſociates in the 
War , whoare: known enemies to that Ritormation , and Uni- 
formity, how. can the Covenant be keeped in that poinc as long as 
ſucha War is carried on.  * 
Theſecond Article is violated becauſe in ſtead of indeavouring 
ro extirpate'Popery and Superſtition without reſpect of perſons(as 
1s expreſt inthe Covenant ) there is inthe late Declaration of the 
Committee of Eſtates a defire of the Queens return, wichoutany 
conditiontending to the reſtraint of her Maſle or exerciſe of Pope- 
Ty ; Wedoallo conceive there is a tacir.condeſcending to the role. 
ration of Superſtition and the Book of Common: prayer in Hig 
Majeſtics family, becauſe as it was reſerved by himſeltin his con. 
ceſſion , brought home by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom, 
Sotheſe conceſsions were never plainly declared by the P arlia- 
ment to be unſatisfactory totheir Lordſhips, howbeir ic hath been 
ofren and carneſtly defwed : neither can we conceive how the 
clauſe concerning the extirpation of-Prelacy , can canſiſt with in- 
deavouring to bring His Majeſty with Honour, Freedom and 
Safety to. one of his Houſes in or about LONDON, without 
any ſecurity had from him , forthe abolition of Prelacy , it being 
his known principle (and publickly. declared by himſelt ſhortly 
after he went tothe Ifle of Wight ) that he holds bimſelf obliged 
in conſcience, and by his Coronation Oath to maintain Arch- 
biſhops , Biſhops, . &c.. /Can it be ſaid chat they are endcavourin | 
ro extirpate Prelacy, who after fuch a Declaration wquld put in 
His Majeſties band an opportunity to reſtore ic ? 
As forthe third Anicle we cannot conceive how the preſer- 
ving of the Pywiledges of. Parliamens ,:and aſſerting the Kings 7 
: negative 
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negative voice can confiſt ; And we are ſorrowfull thatunder the 
colour, of the Priviledges of Parliament, the liberties of the Sub- 
jects are overthrown, and the perſons and Eſtates of ſuch as have 
been beſt affected cothe Cauſe and Cavenanr are expoled ra moſt 
grievous injuries, crying opprefſions: And whereas the duty in 
prelerying and defending his Majeſties Perfan and Authority,is by 
the third Article of the Covenantqualified with, and ſubordinate 
unea the preſervation and defence at the true Religion and Liber- 
ties of the Kingdoms, There is no ſuch qualificatjon, nor {ubgr- 
dination obſerved inthe preſent Engagement, but on the contra» 
ry, it js {0 carried on, ast0 make duties to God and Religion con- 
dirjonall, qualified, limited ; and duties to the King abſolute and 
unlimited. 

The tourth Article of the Covenant is ſo faully braken , that 
they who were by that Article declared Enemies, Incendiarigs, 
»Malignants, and therefaoreco be brought to condigne tryall and 
puniſhment , are now looked upon as friends and atlociates, and 
are the men who get moſt tzyour and protection, and ſundry of 
them imployed in places of truſt, in-the Army and Commirtees, 

For the fifth Article, inftead of endeavouring to pteferve 
Peace and Union,a bregch is endeayqured between the Kingdoms, 
nor only by raking in and garriſoning their frontire Tawns, but al- 
ſo entering the Kingdom of Z»gleand withan Army , and joyning 
with the common enemies of both Kingdoms, notwithſtandi 
of an offer of a Treaty upon the Propofitions of borh Kingdoms 
made by the Parliament of -Ezglend. to the Parliament of this 
Kingdom, And whether rhe way of this Engagement can confifh 
with the large Treaty between the Kingdoms, we ſhall wiſh the 
Honourable Committeg of Eftates may yer rake & into their (e- 
rious ſecond thoughts, - | 

The fixth is allo manifeſtly broken, for we are thereby obliged 
ro aliſt and detend all thoſe that entered into this League and Co- 
venant, in maintaing and purſuing thereot: Whereas the Army 
now entered into England, is to algiſt and defend many who have 
| not entered into that League and Covenant: And for thoſe who 
took the Covenant in that Nation , and continue faithfull in ir, 
what chey may expeRt fromrhis Army, may be colletednot one- 
ly from their carriage towards their Brethren. ar home z but alſo 
from that clayſe coward the cloſe of the late Declargtion of che 
Committee of. Efates, Aud that we will dg prejudice or uſe wit» 
lence to none (as far us weare able) but to ſuch as oppoſe , or (we 
ends above mentioned. Wt. cannoe be unknown that many of the 
Englith Nation who we. firm” and fauhiull ro che Covenant, and 
Presbyreriall Goverament do, and will according to their places 
and callings oppoſe ſome of thoſe ends above mentioned in that 
Declaration , as namely, the reſtoring both of King and Queen 
without any condition or [ecurity firſt had from them ; And __ 
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that rule in the Declaration they muſt expect ro be uſed as enemies, 
not as friends. Thar fixth Article is alſo broken by a departing 
from the firſt principles and reſolutions,and by dividing,and with- 
drawing from thoſe that adhere thereunto, which hath been be- 
fare cleared by the Commiſsion of the late Generall Afſembly in 
their Declaration in March, Repreſentation, and other Papers pub- 
liſhed in Print. 

5. We leave itto be ſeriouſly pondered by every one who is 
truely conſcientious, whether it be any ways credible or probable, 
or agreeable to Scripture rules, that the generality of all thar have 
been moſt faithfull and cordiallco che Covenant and cauſe of God 
ſhould be deceived, deluded and darkened in this buſinefſe, and 
that they who for the moſt part were enemies to the work of God 
in the beginning , and have never brought forth fruits meer for 
Repentance, ſhould now finde our the will of God more then his 
moſt faichfull Servants in the Land, and who, that fears God, « 
will believe that Malignants are for the ends of the Covenanrt,and 
that they who are moſt inſtrumenrall in this Retormartion, are a- 
gainſt the ends of the Covenant. | 

All which conſidered, as we could not, without involving our 
ſelves in theguilcineſle of ſo unlawfull an Engagenfent, yeeld ro 
the defire of the Army for Miniſters to be ſent by us to attend 
them z; So we do earneſtly exhort, and in the name and authority 
of Jeſus Chriſt,charge and _ all and every one of the Mem- 
bers of this Reformed Kirk of Scotland; 

 T. That they ſearch narrowly into the fins which have procured 
ſo great judgements and ſo ſad an interruption of the work of 
God, that they examine themſelves , conlider their wayes, be 
much in humilitation and prayer, ſtudy a reall and practicall Re- 
formation, Thar they alſo mourn and figh for the abominations 
of the Land, and ſtand in the gap to turn away the wrath. Among 
all cheſe fearfull fins, the violation of the Solemn League and 
Covenant, would not be forgotten but ſeriouſly laid to heart , as 
that which eminently provoketh the Lord , and procureth his 
judgements to be powred forth not onely upon perſons and fami- 
lies, bur alſo upon States and Kingdoms. Covenant- breakers 
choughin common things, are reckoned by the Apoſtle in that 
Caralogueof the abominations of the Gentiles: Buz among the 
people of God, where his great name is interpoſed, the breach of 
Covenant even in meaner matters, ſuch as the ſerting of ſervants 
at liberty provoketh the Lord to ſay, Behold I proclaim 4 liberty 
for you (ſaith the Lord) tothe ſword, tothe peſtilence,and to the fa- 
mine , and I will give the men that hath tranſereſſed my Covenant, 
and (nor excepting, bur expreſly mentioning Princes) he addes, 
I will give them imtothe hands of their enemies, The Hiſtory of the 
Gibeontes, who ſurrepritioufly procured the Covenant made to 


{pare them, and whom Sas! ſome ages thercafcer in his zeal roche 
children 
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children of !ſrael and! Fudah foughr ro ſlay, as- beingearled” Co- 
waaniter , evidencerh with what vengeance, rthEL 0'#v toHlowerh 
Covenant-breakers, whereof cherewants norinprophane Hiſtory 
alſo bottsforreign and domeſtick exxtyples :' Theretvre ler all the 
inhabicaritsof the Land of wharfoever rank,-{erivuſly/ponder how 
eerrible- judgementsche violation of a Covenant ſo* recently ,- ſo 
adviſedly,ſoſolemnly made,and in'ſo'weighry miurrers, may draw 
on, it not timbuſly prevented by ſpeedy repentance. 

I I. That they'fo refpe& and/honour Authority;aSctharthey be 
not the ſervants of nien;nor give obetience'ro'the will and aucho- 
ricy of Ruletsicd any thing. which may not conſiſt with'the word 
of G o v, bur ſtand faſt in'che liberty wherewirh Cu x rs r hath 
made-them free; and\obey' G 0 v'rather then mn. 

FII. Thar they carefully avoid the dangerous rocks and ſnares 
of this time, whereby ſo many are taken and broken. 

Uponthe one hand che ſowre leaven'of Malignancy where ever 
enters, ſpoilerh and corruptcth'che whole” lump-, poſt-poning 
Religion, and che Cauſe of Gov rohumane iarcreſt, whatever 
be preterided ro'-the contrary ,- 'and* obſtrudting the work of 
Reformarjon,, and'propagation of Religion' our of falſe reſpects 
and creature intereſt; As this hath erly abounded: in the 
land , ro'the prejudice of the Cale md Work of G ov; fo of 
lars it is revived, ſpreading with ſpecious pretciices of vindicating 
wrongsdoneto his Majeſty. We defirenot robe-miſtaken., asif 
reſpet and love to his Majeſty were branded with the infamous 
mark of Mztignancy ; Bur: hereby we warn all who would nor 
come under this foul tai, nor onsly'in their fpeech and profeſ- 
fion,bur reaſly and in then Whole carriage notco prefer rhetr own, 
and the inrereſt of any creature wharſoever, before the intereſt of 
Curr s r and Religion. The'charaQers of theſe have beerr ful- 
ly given in former Declarations, ſpecially'in'tkeDeclaration of 
che- Commiffioners of the- General Aſſembly' m March laſt, 
whict we hold: as here repeated; onely adding this, thatthey 
ordinarily traduce Kirk Judicatures, a5 medlirig with civil affairs, 
whict as it is no'new catamny , but ſach -as harh”been caſt upon 
the ſervants of G o » in forinertimes; forthe wholecourſe of pro- 
ceedings doth manifeſtly confure rhe ſame. 

Upon the other hand Sectariſme hath no leffe hindered the 
blefled and glorious work of Reformation in our neighbour King- 
dom, againſt the venome whereof, leſF ix approxch and infe@ this: 
Kirk, we have needto watch-diligently ronvoid allthe begirmings 
and dangerons apperrances theteot. The mmny faichfull reftfimo- 
nies from godly Miniſters rv ſeverall parts of Z»2lend, againſt the 
vile err6urs,and abomiritble blafpheti&s abounding rhere,as t hey 
ard © us marrer of rejoycing betorerhe L'ox»; ſorthey ovghe ro 
be looked on as warfiings to all forts of people , eſpecially rhar re« 
gard Religion ,-t6 beware of Swharis ſcares , craftily ſer ro _ 
| ener 
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theirſouls. And becaufe ſuch gangreens creepinlenſibly , all that 
lovethe Honourof G 0D, and welfare of Religion , would ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the following points , both by way of matks ro 
diſcern,and meanes to eſcape the danger of this infettion, 

1. Whoſoever are miſpriſers of the bleſſed work of Reforma- 
tion eſtabliſhed within this 'Land-, and do not ſhew themſelves 
grieved for the impediments and obſtruftions it hath mer with in 
our neighbour Kingdom , theſe are cven on the brink of this pre- 
cipice, ready to tumble down-in this = whenſoever occaſion is 
offered: All therefore that loverhe Loxop ] = s u s , would ſtir 
up their hearts in the light and ſtrengrh ot the L ok »highly ro 
prize , and thankfully to acknowledge what the right hand of the 
moſt High hath done among us, as alſoro thirſt fervently after the 
advancing and perieGing of theLoxvs work among our neigh- 
bours. 

2. Diſ-reſpe& to the publick Miniſtery and Ordinances is a 
ſymprome of a dangerous inclination to that diſeaſe : And there - 
foreasall C n « 1 s T s Miniſters oughtro ſtir up themſelves, to 
walk as becomeththeir high and holy calling , leſt they be ſtumb- 
ling blocks rothe people of G 0», ſo allo all the peopleot G 0D 
ought moſt carefully ro ſtiggap themſelves unto a precious eſtimari- 
on of the Ordinances of G'v, and highly to eſteem the Stewards 
thereof for their works ſake. A duty at all times needfull , bur 
now eſpecially, when Sathan by all means endeavours the 
CONtrarys 

3- Indifferency in points of Religion , and pleading for Tolera- 
tion to themſelves or others how far ſoever different among 
themſelves, is not to be forgattemamong the characters of 
Secaries, and therefore ought the more carefully ro be avoided 
and oppoſed by all who defire to hold faſt the profeſſion of their 
faith without wavering. 

4+ They whoareglorying in, and ſeeking after new lights, or 
under the pretext of them are ſel{-conceired in ſingular opinions, 
or who affe&t new and ſtrange expreſſions, are entring into the 
ſnare ready to be. carried about with every winde of Doctrine. 
And therefore albeit we ought alwaysas Diſciples of the Lov 
ro ſet our ſelvesas in his fightto be taught by his Spirit accord- 
ing to his Word, yet in this time ſo fertil ot crrours it becom- 
meth all the lovers of truth to hold faſt what they have received, 
that no man take their Crown, 

5. Whoſoever brings in any opinion or practiſe in this Kirk 
contrary to the confeſsion of Faith , Diretory of Worſhip or 
Presbyterian Government may be juſtly eſtcemed co be opening 
the door to Schilme and Sets: And therefore all depravers or 
miſconſtructers ofthe proceedings of Kirk- Judicatories,eſpecially 
the Generall Aſſembly would take heed leaſt by making a breach 
upon the walls of Fernſalemthey make a parent way for SeQaries 
to enter, 6. They 
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6. They who ſeparatethe Spirit from the Word,and pretend the 
Spirit, when they have no ground or warrant from the Word, are 
already taken in anevil ſnare, And therefore tis neceſlary to try the 
Spirits whither they are of God, for many falſe Prophets are gone 
out into the world, it they ſpeak not according to the word it is 
becauſe there is no light in them. | 

Beſides the former,theſe arealſo marks of a Secary, If any com- 
mend, and recommend to others, or ſpread and divulge the erro- 
neous books of Sectaries, It any allow, avow, or ule Conven- 
ticles or private meetings forbidden by the Acts of the Generall 
Aſſembly 1641. and 1647. laſt paſt, It any beunwilling, and de- 
cline to reckon Sectaries among the enemies of the Covenant, 
from whom danger is to be apprehended, And (though we dif- 
allow theabuſing and Idolizing of learning to the patrocinie of. 
Errour or prejudice of piety) it any contemn literature as need- 
leſſe at beſt, it not alſo hurttull roa Miniſter. 

When we thus expreſle our {elves for preventing the dangers of 
Sects and Schiſmes , itis far from our intentionto diſcourage any 
from the duties of piety , and muruall edification , according to 
the direRiens of the laſt Aſſembly publiſhed in Print, and eri- 
ouſly recommended by them, or to give anyadvantageto Malig- 
nants and prophane perſons, with whom it is frequent to caſt upon 
all choſe who adhere to former principles, and cannot approve the 
preſent Engagement, the odious nick-names of SeQaries and In- 
dependents. For the betrer diſcovery of ſuch prophane-mockers, 
we givetheſe markes and characters. 1. They do prophanely and 
rauntingly abuſe the name of the Spirit, under that name deriding 
the work of Grace and SanQification. 2. They eſteem and [peak of 
exerciles of conſcience, as fancies or firs of melancholy. 3. They 
mock at Family-worſhip and the means of murtuall edification [o 
much recommended «4 che laſt Aſſembly in their direQions, 
4. They do uſually calumniare godly Miniſters, and profeſſors 
who follow holinefſe, with' the names of Secaries, or the like 
odious names, without any juſt cauſe: As we account all {uch ro 
' beenemiesto the practiſe and power of godlineſle; So we do ex- 
hort all the lovers of truth to hold on in the way of holineſle 
through good report and ill report, being ſtedfaſt , immovable, 
alwayes abounding in the wotk of the, Lord, foraſmuch as they 
know their labour is not in vain in the Lord, 

I'V.. That they do not concur in, nor any way aſsiſt this preſent 
Engagement, as they would not partake in other mens fins, and {o 
receive of their plagues, but that by the grace and afliſtance of 
Chriſt they ſtedfaſtly reſolve to ſuffer the rod of the wicked, and 
the utmoſt which wicked mens malice can afflit them with,rather 
then to pur forth their hatto iniquity. 

V. Thar they ſuffer not themſelvesto beabufed with fair pre- 
tences and profeſſions uſuall in the mouths of thoſe thar carry = 
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this deſfigne, and often publiſhed in their Papers, Burt remember 
that the touleſt ations have not wanted ſpectous pretences; And 
if they who killed the Apoſtles did both pretend and intend to do 
God good ſervice, what marvell that they who engage againſt 
the Covenant pretend ro engage for it. Neither is it to be forgot- 
ren, Thar after the firſt ſubſcription of our Nationall Covenant, 
theſe who had the chict hand in managing publick affairs, and had 
ſubſcribed the Covenant, clpecially the Duke of Zenox, and 
Captain Foresthen Earl of Arras, in the years 1581, 1582, 1583, 
1584. whentheir defigne was to ſubvert both the Do@rine and 
Diſcipline of this Kirk, yer gave great aſlurances by promiſes 
and Oaths tothe contrary. Atthe Aſſemblies 15 98, 1599, 1600. 
It was declared with many vows and atteſtations by the King, 
Stareſmen, and theſe Miniſters who were aſpiring to Prelacy, 
Thar they intended no ſuch thing as a change of the Government 
of the Kirk, or an introducing of Epiſcopacy , yet they were 
really doing what rhey diſclaimed 8& profeſled not todo. And ſup- 
poſethat ſome who have an active hand in carrying on the preſent 
publick affairs, have no deſign either to deſtroy Religion , or ur- 
rerly to ſleight it : yer the way they are on, and work they are a- 
bour as it is contrived, doth of its ſelf, and in its own nature tend 
ro the — , if not to the utter ſubverſion of Religion 
for it cannot be denyed, but the very undertaking of this War, 
ſers the once ſuppreſied Malignants on work again, and ſucceſle 
therein puts them in a capacity to ſer up according to their princi- 
ples aboliſhed and abjured corruptions ; which will bethe more 
hardly hindered, conſidering his Majeſties propenſion, and pro- 
feſſed reſolution that way , Eſpecially ſeeing His Majeſties con- 
ceſſions (though it hath been often defired) have never been 
plainly declared unſatisfaRory by the Parliament. And who in 
reaſon can think that any more then His Majeſties conceſſions ſent 
from the Iſle of Wight will be required of him , by them who 
thereupon have procecded to this Engagement, The Kings ncga- 
tive voice (aflerced inthe Papers of the Commiſsioners of this 
Kingdom unto England, which are owned in the late Declaration 
tothe Kingdom of Exglend, as the ſenſe of this Kingdom ) con- 
fideced in relationto Religion makes the danger yet the greater 
and more palpable, yea, may reach furthereo ſhake and unſetcle 
Religion eſtabliſhed in this Land ; If ro the premiſes this be added 
which is not only often declared,butalſo demanded, That his Ma- 
jeſtie be brought to one of his houſes in Honour, Freedom and 
Safety, which may infer the admitting of his Majeſty to the free 
exercile of his Royall power, before ſecurity had from him for 
Religion, or Application made to him for the ſame, who ſees nos 
now what hazard Religion runs, certaigly greater then a good in- 
rtention can ſalve, 

VI. That they do not miſtake, or miſunderſtand the nature of 
the true Reformed Religion,and of the Government -- Jzx $8us 
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Cunxis r, as if thereby either the Prerogative of Kings , Pri- 
viledges of Parliamentsor Liberties of Burghs, and other Corpo- 
rations were any wayes hurt or weakened : whereas indeed Reli- 
gion is the main pillar and upholder of civill authority , or Magi- 
ſtracie, and ir is the reſiſting, and not the receiving of the Govern- 
mentof Currsr, which hath overturned civfl powers, If 
the Throne be eſtabliſhed by tighteouſneſle ( as we are plainly 
_ by the Word of G o ) then it is overthrowne by unrighte- 
ouſneſle and iniquity. | 

V II. That they beware of all things which may enſnaretheir 
conſciences,as evil councell,evil company, falle informations, raſh 
, and eſpecially that they beware of raking any Oarhes, 

ſcribing any Bonds , which may relate to the Covenant and 
Cauſeof G 0», unlefle ſueh Oaths or Bonds be approved by the 
Generall Aſſembly or their Commilsioners for the. publique at- 
fairs of the Kirk. | 

V III. That they donot caſt away their confidence, nor fink 
into deſpair, becauſe of the preſent dangers and ditficulties,bur live 
by faith , waite for betrer times , and continue ſtedfaſt -as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible, firmly beleeving that ſuch a courſe as isnor 
of G 0 bur againſt him, will corhe ro naught. 

I X. To remember, thart as the violation of the Covenant by 
ſome in Enzland doth not fer us free from the obſervation thereof, 
and as no laws nor authority on earth can obſolve us from {o ſo- 

Aemn an obligation tothe moſt High'G o'D (which not onely hath 
been profeſſed by this Kirk but in a Petition of the City of Loy- 
4on, afid in publique Teſtimonies of many-ofthe Miniſtery of Znz- 
land ) So weare not acquited and affoiled from the obligation of 
our ſolemn Covenant , becauſe of the troubles and contuſions of 
the times ; But that in the worſt of times all thoſe daties',”_where- 
unto by Covenant we oblige ourſelves , do" till lie upon us; for 
we have {worn ( and muſt perform it) concerning that Canſe and 
Covenant wherein we ſolemnly Engaged;That we ſhall all the dayes 
of our lives zealouſly and conſtantly continue therein againſs all oppoſi- 
tion , and promove the ſame according 10 our power againſt all lets and 
Impediments whatſoever. And if againſt-all lets and impediments 
whatſoever , then thealtering of the way of oppoſition , or of the 
kinde of impediments doth not alcer the nature, ortycof the Co- 
venant,but we are obliged to all the duties therein contained. 

We doe alſo exhore and charge in Cuxisrs Namethe 
Prince of Paſtors , all the Miniſters within this Kirk , that in no 
wayecs they be acceſfary to this finfull Engagement, but in alltheir 
conterences and reaſoning , eſpecially; inrheir publick Dodrine, 
they declare themſelves treely , and tairhfully, as they would ef- 
chew the wrath of G O D;, due fora violated Covenant , and as 
they would eſcape the cenfuregofthe Kirk;and letall Presbyreries 
be watchlul within their, bounds.and carefully, wiſely,and zealoul- 
ly to inflit Eccleſiaſtick cenſures. 

. D2z Finally 
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Finally , weexhorr all civill Judicatories, and every one in- 
rruſted with power to manage the preſent affairs, That they 
would ſeriouſly remember the ſtrict account they are to give be- 
forethe Judge of the quick and the dead , Conlidering deeply 
how teartfull athing it is co oppreſſe the conſciences of their bre- 
chren,either by preſſing them ro act where they finde no {arisfacto- 
ry warrant,or by - putting heavy preſſures upon them for not act- 
ingaccording to their injunctions, and eſpecially that they offer 
not to inſnare by new Oarths, or Bonds thoſe that make conſci- 
ence of the great Oath of their Solemn Covenant , and hitherto 
have proven faithfull and conſtant in promoving joyntly all the 
ends thereof, - q 
If this our faithfull warning finde favourable acceptance, ſo th 
the-grievous things already enacted, be no more proſecured and 
prefled, we ſhall bleſſe God who reigns in the Kindoms and Coun- 
cells of men : Bur if it fall our otherwiſe ( as God forbid ) we have 
liberare our ſouls of the guilrineſſe of this finfull way of Engage- 
ment, andotf all the miſcrics that ſhall enfue thereby upon this 
Kirk and Kingdom, And fhall lament before the Lord that our la- 
bours have notas yer had the defired ſucceſſe. In the mean time, 
we dare not caſt away our confidence, but truſting inthe name ot 
the Lord, and ſtaying-upon our God, ſhall by his grace and aſsift- 
ance cominue ih out Selemn Covenants, and faithtull in 
all the ducics of our Calling. | oY 
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The Generall Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Paper 
ſent from the Honourable Committee of E- 
ſtates, of the Date July 28. 1 6 4 8. 


HE General Aſſembly having conſidered the Pa- 
% per of the 28. of Fuly , delivered rothem from 
the Honourable Committee of Eſtares,Do finde 
E2/5 that the firſt part thereof concerning the great 
SINCO) Offers made by the Parliament and Commirtee 
DAY, : of Eftares for the ſecurity of Religion,jisno other 

MY bus bpm g Sur wages in our laſt Paper of 

the 25. of F#h, deliveredto their Lordfhips wherein it was plain- 
ly demonſtrate by Theoloficall-reafons (though theie Lord. 
ipsare pleaſed to call them P olitick ) that the preſent Engage- 
ment is inconſiſtent with the and ſectrity of Religion. Nexr 
| whereasit is affirined intheir Lordſhips Paper, 'chat theſe grownds 
and reaſons are the ſ{arne which were fully anfwered before, we 
wiſh 
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wiſh it had been inſtanced when and where they were anſwered, - 
for we know no ſuch thing, 

Another refleQion upon that former Paper of ours is thus ex+ 
preſſed, That the Generall Aſſembly hath proceeded to ſuch a Declarati- 
on before they had in an Eccleſeaſtick way from clear teſtimonies ont of 
the word of God or convincing of onr conſciences, demonſtrate the n= 
lawfulneſſe of the undertaking : Where we can ſee. no reaſon why 
it ſhould ſeem ſo very ſtrenge to the Honourable Commitrree,thar 
the Generall Aſſembly hath ſo proceeded ro a Declaration of rheir 
judgement concerning this bufinefſe. For asit hath beennounuſu- 
all ching, bur very ordinary that approved Synods, both Provin- 
ciall, National, and Oecumenicall have declared their judgement, 
without publiſhing the particular grounds & reaſons thereof from 
Scripture (a work more proper for full Tractates then for Syno-= 
dicall Decrees or Cannons.) So if their Lordſhips had been plea- 
ſed ro attend (for many attended not) the late Parliament-Ser- 
mons mainly intended for their Lordſhips information , and had 
with mindes unprejudiced, hearkened thereunto, and ſearched in- 
ro all the Papers lately publiſhed in Print by che Commiſsion bf 
the laſt Aſſembly, they might have been by the bleſsing of God 
convinced from che Word of God of the unlawfulneſleof the 
preſent Engagement. 

There are three things which may juſtly ſeem to us more ſtrange: 
One is, That the Declaration of Parliament having given afſurance 
in this manner, We are reſolved not to ingage in w War before the 
neceſcity and yrs thereof be cleared , (0 as all who are wtl-af- 
feited may be ſatisfied therewith , yer now they have ingaped 
War without any ſuch clearing of the neceſsity and lawfulneſſe 
thereof , or ſatisfaction givento the wel-affeted. 

Another is, that alchough there are ſo gregt profeſsionsatrd of+ 
fers in the generallco ſatisfre whar _ deſired for the (ecurity 
of Religion, yer none of thoſe pazriculars defired by the late 
Commilſsion of the Kirk for the ſecurity of Religion have been 
granted. We ſhall here onely give inſtance in one of thoſe defires, 
which was, that his Majeſties conceſsjons and offers concerni 
Religion,ſent home from the Iſle of ghz, having beet found by 
the ſaid Commilsion unſatisfaRory & deſtructive tothe Covenant, 
mighr be by the Parl. declared unſatisfactory to their Lordſhi 

In this great point there hath been no ſatisfaction given,onely it 
was lightly touched in one clauſe of the Parliaments Declaration, 
and {0 ambiguouſly expreſſed, as might ſuffer many interpterati- 
ons, and although this ambiguity was clearly laid open by the 
Commaiſsloners of the laſt Generall Aſſembly in their Repreſtn- 
tation , yer to this day there hath been nothing publiſhed neither 
by the Parkament nor Commitree of Eftates to give atiy Clearer 
latisfaRion,. by diſclaiming thoſe offers and conceſsions as uiiſa- 


{21 * 


28 The Generall Aſembly, 1648. 
ſatisfaQory to the Parliament : So that this (if there were no 
more) gives us great cauſe to apprehend that there is a greater 
myſtery larentin that buſineſſe then yer appeareth. 

A third thing which ſeemeth firange rous is, That their Lord. 
ſhips defire of arguments from Scripture co prove the unlawful. 
nefſe of this Engagement was not propounded to the Commiſlsi- 
oners of rhe laſt Aſſembly, before the emitting of the Declara- 
tion of- Parliament, and before the Levies (when it had been moſt 
orderly and {eaſonable) but is now propounded after publick Re- 
ſolutions and Declarations , yea not till thoſe reſolutions are pur 
in auall execution, | 

However ſceing their Lordſhips do now defire proofs from 
Scripture for the urilawfulneſſe of the Engagement. 

Weanſwer, Thatas joyning and concurring in this Engage- 
ment is unlawfull to all che wel-affteQed in this Kingdom , their - 
conſciences being alrogether unſatisfied in the lawfulneſle thereof, - 
and aSit is unlawfull in the manner of putting it in execution, 

ng. ws ng with ſo many injuries, oppreſsions, and cry- 

' ing abominations, and with ſo much perſecution of piety , ſo ir 
is unlawfull in the own nature of ir , and as it is ſtated upon 
the grounds of the Declarations of Parliament, and Committee 
of Eſtates. And this unlawtulneſſe of the Engagement in it delf, 
we have demonſtrate in the Declaration herewith communicate to 
their L ips , unto which we remit them for fſatisfaRtion in 
thar point, and do-nor doubt-burtheir Lordſhips may be convin- 
ced thereby of theevil of their way, and thar it is ſo far} from be- 
ing ae i= & neceſſary ment (as their Lordſhips are pleaſed 
to call ir) that it is a moſt unlawfull and finfull Engagement tobe 
of, and forſaken by all that have any hand in ir, as they 
deſire to.make their peace with God. And we heartily wiſhthar 
their Lordſhips Ea 1 proceedings may be reall teſtimonies, 
that cheir calling for Scripture proofs was from areall defireto be 
informed and edified, | 

As totheir Lordſhips other deſire of our demonſtrating from 
the Word of God , that the Kirk hath intereſt in the under- 
rakings and Engagements in War, and what thar intereſt is, We 
had thought this point to be without controverfie in this King- 
dom,, not onely in reſpe&t of Kirk and State, their joyning 
and co-operating (cach in their proper ſphere) in the former 
Expeditions of this Kingdom into England , but alſo becauſe 
the very Conferences which have been between Committees 
of Kirk and State concerning this undertaking and Engage- 
ment , doth -plainly ſappoſe an intereſt of the Kirk in ſuch 


It their Lordſhips mean any politick intereſt in ſuch un- 
dertakings,, we claim no ſuch thing, if the meaning be of a 
Spiritual. intereſt and {o far as concerneth the point Cd 

ce, 
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ſcience , there can beno doubt thereof made by ſuch as do with 
David make the teſtimonies of the Lox» their Counſellers, 
om 119.24. And conſult with Gov as he uſedro doin un- 
ertaking War :-It is alſo to be remembred that Foſhua and all 
the Congregation of 1/7ae! were commanded to go ourgnd.in 
at the word of Eliazer the Prieſt, who was toaske councell of the 
Lox forthem, Numb. 27.28. Hath not the Word of God pre» 
ſcribed tothe Chriſtian Magiſtrate the Rules of 4 lawtfulf-War, 
And doth itnot belong to particular Miniſters, much morero 
the Aſſemblies of rhe Kirk, ro declare the minde of God from 
Scripture, for all ſorrs of duties ,, and againſt all ſorts. of fins. 
And if the preſent War be a caſe of conſcience ,.vmd-& 
ro be the moſt fir and neceſſary means for preſervation-'of RK 
ligion , who ſeeth not that the Kirk hath an undoubred' inre- 
reſt in reſolving and determining ſuch acaſe of Conſcience from 
the word of God. This we ſhall onely adde, that whereas in the 
Parliaments Letter to the Presbyrteries three inſtances were 
adduced by way of refleftion upon the proceedings of the late 
Commiſſion , as medling with Civill matters in which. they 
had no Intereſt, The Commilsion did in their Printed Vin- 
dication ſo clear from Scripturall grounds their Intereſt in ſuch 
things, as their Lordſhips might have been eaſily ſatisfied. in 
that point, We ſhall here onely mention one. paſſage con- 
taining a good and ſafe. rule for ſuch Caſes, Tife Duties of 
the ſecond Table, as well as of the firſt, as namely., The 
Duties berween King and Subjet. Parents. and Children, 
Husbands and Wives , Maſters and Servants, and the like 
being. contained in, and to be taught and cleared from the 
Word of God, are in that reſpe&, and ſo far as- concerneth 
the point of Conſcience , a ſubjet of Miniſteriall Doacriae, 
and in difficult caſes @ ſubje&t of cognizance and: Judgement, 
ro the Aſſemblies of the Kirk, ; 
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Eodgn die Poftmeridiem, Se. XXIII- 


ADeclaration and 'Exhortation of the Generall 
. Aſemblyof the ( burch of Scotland ; to their 
Brethren of England. 


S the necelſsity of preſerving a right underſtand- 
ſtanding and mutuall confidence betwixt the 
A Churches of Chriſt in both Kingdoms: con- 
2 ſtrains us, ſo the good acceprance and the ſui- 
cable affections that the Declaration of the laſt 
Generall Aſſembly met with in England trom 
A <5 the Lovers of the Covenant and preſent Refor- 
mation, together with the many Teſtimonies that have of late 
been given unto the Truth in that Land, invites and incourages us 
to make known unto our Brethren there, our ſenſe of the preſent 
condition of publick affairs, ſo far as concerns Religion and rhe 
point ot Conſcience. | 

The diſpenſation of God in ruling of the Nations, and in the 
revolutions of his Providence towards them, is full of wonder 
in allthe earth ; And we, who live inthis Ifland, have caule-to 
look upon it with ſpectall obſervation, in regard of that which 
concerns our ſelves. For many generations theſe two Kingdoms 
ſtood at odds and wete the inſtruments of many ſufferings and 
calamities one to another, untill ar laſt che L ox» having com- 
paſsion upon both, did unite them under one King ; which great 
and long deſired Bleſsing hath received ſuch increaſe from our be- 
ing united together in one League and Covenant as doth adde 
much to the good and _—_— of both Nations : Therefore is 
itto be looked upon by all the Lovers of Truth and Peace in theſe 
Lands asa juſt ground of much thankſgiving and many praiſes 
unto G od, even inthe day of our greateſt calamity and atfliQi- 
on what ever befall , as we know no cauſe why we ſhould forger 
ſo great a mercy or repent of ſo. good a work.. 

But as the common Enemies of theſe Kingdoms ſtudied by all 
means to keep them from entring into that Covenant, ſo hath all 
their power and policy, now, for five years paſt, been imployed 

to bring it to nought : As ſoon as it had being the Popiſh, Prela- 
ticall and Malignant Party did bend all their forces againſtirt ; and 
when by the mighty hand of G op they were ſcattered and 
brought to confuſion, in their ſtead ſtood up in England a gene- 
ration who have perverted the Truth , and by turning afide into 
Errour have obſtructed the work of Reformation ; and by . 
S 
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king of the Covenant, and forgetting of the Oath of G O D, 
have brought a great reproach upon his Name, and made the 
Enemy to blaſpheme; whoſe unthaakfulneſſe and unſtedfaſtneſſe, 
with the many provocations of theſe Lands , hath provoked the 
Lord again to raiſe out of the duſt the horn of Malignants, and to 
arm them with ſuch power as is terrible ro his People, and threa- 
tens his Work with ruine. And albeit, we acknowledge our | 
ſelves bound and are ſtill reſolved ro preſerveand defend his Ma- 
jeſties Perſon and Authoricy in the preſervation and defence of the 
true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms : Yer it is unto us 
marter of very great ſorrow and griet that ſo many in our Land 
ſhould ſo far joyn in Malignant Defignes, and that there ſhould 
be found amongſt us who have undertaken and are now putting in 
execution an unlawfull War for promoving their ends and oppo- 
ſing and making void (ſo far as in them lies) the Ends of the 
Covenant : Nevertheleſſe in this we cannot bur rejoyce that they 
went not without a Witnefle and a Warning diſſwading chem 
0 80. 

And we defire our Brethren of England to know , that as a 
very conſiderable number of the Members of the Parliament did 
diſſent from and proteſt againſt the proceedings of the major part 
in reference to this Engagement, ſo allthe particular Synods and 
Presbyteries in this Kingdom, excepting ſome few, who by rea- 
ſon of their remoteneſle and ſhortneſſe of time had riot the op- 
portunity , have moſt harmoniouſly joyned withand ſeconded 
the Delires of the Commilsioners of the Generall Aſſembly for 
preventing ſo unlawfull a War: And now the Commiſſioners our 
of allthe Provinces conveened in this Nationall Aſſembly, as af- 
rer an exact examination they have unanimouſly approved the 
proceedings of the Commilſsioners of the former Aſſembly 
againſt that Engagement , ſo havetheyemitred a Declaration ro 
all che People of GO D inthis Land, ſhewing it to be contrary 
ro GODS Word and to the folemn League and Covenant. Net- 
ther have Miniſters onely by their preaching, and Kirk Judicato- 
ries by their Petitions and Declarations given teſtimony againſt 
it ; but many others inthis Land alſo by ſupplicating the High 
and Honourable Court of Parliament for f{atisfaRtion to their 
Conlciences thereanent : and when it could no#be obtained, many 
have choſen rather to ſuffer the ſpoiling of their goods with joy, 
then to fin againſt GOD by complying with an evil courſe. And 
many of the Officers of our former Army , who are of ſpeciall 
note for their goog carriage and deſerving inthe Cauſe of GOD, 
have rather chooled to quit their chargesthen to joynin it + Nay, 
the wel-affeRed, both Miniſters and People , as they do bearte- 
ftimony againſt it before men, ſo groan under it before GOD. So 
that this charaQer may juſtly be pur upon it by all who ſhall ſpeak 
.of irnoworin after Ages, Thatas itisa foul breach of the Co- 

E venant 
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venant under a pretence and profeſſion of being for the ends of che 
Covepant, ſo rant Þ on againaſt the Conſciences of the 
eople, and contrary to the.moſt harmonious and univerfall Te- 
monies of many Presbyteries and Synods that have been given 
inſt ir, it is2- finning with many Witneſſes. A paralell will 
hardly be found in this or in any other Land wherein a publick 
fiafull courſe bath been carried oa wich fo high a band agamſt the 
Conſcieaces of rhe People of Gad, and againſt fo many Warn- 
ings of the Servants of G O D, and generall oppoſition fromthe 
udicatories of the Kirk , which yet is the leſs ro be wondred ar, 
auſe.che greateſt part of choſe who have been moſt ative in 
contriving andcartying on of the ſame, were either once open E- 
rag Sr 5 {ecret underminers, Or indifferent and neurtrall 
inthe of God. 

' But whanſoever be the falling away of ſuch, weſhall defire and 
do expe@ thatour Brethren in £xplasd , who comtnue faichful}, 
may reſt confident at the generality of alt fuch of this Kingdom 
as wereart firſt ative in promoting the Covenant and Work of 
Reformariog,that.chey acealſo-ſtyl fairhfull inadheringrthereunto, 
and walking after their former principles do refolvetoabide ſted- 
faſt and to.hold faſt the hands of Bretherhood and union berween 
theſe Kingdoms,, Neither are we lefle confidenc of the like Re- 
ſolutions and Aﬀedtions of our Brethren in England: The many 
Teſtimonies which, the Truth: and. Cauſe oft Cnrrs r, the 
Covenant and, P xesbyexiall. Gaverament' have lately received 
from, thar.claud of Witnefles of the Miniftery inſeverall Provin- 
ces.and. Counties.of that Kingdom, afrer the example of the wor- 
thy Miniſtery of the Cizy of Lowdawagainſt the Erromrs of Inde- 
pendency, CAnabaptiſm, Aninomiantſm, Arminianiſns, Socinie- 
niſm, #amiliſm, Libertiniſm, Sceptiſm, Exaſtianiſm, and othernew 
and dangerous Dodines ſped and received amongſt many in thas 
Natiqn-y, Ag they ave unto us. maiter of great praife and hearty 


thankigiving.unro G O. D, {o al/@an evidence of rhe ſtedfaſtneſs 


of many in-Erglend, anda token for good, and a wide door of 
hopethat.the Lord will: pexte& his Work & bring forth the head- 
ſtaneof. bis. Houſe'ia-that Land, It ſhalt bethe wiſdom: of each 
Natien-to keep the, golden; path of truth and righteouſneſſe be- 
twixt the:graoked agd.corrupt wayes of Malignants upon the one 
hand:and.SeQazies,upon the other , and for each. of the Nations 
ſo t-look, upon another, as ta diltiaguifh: betwixt the prevalent 
pact.andthe beter part, and-betwing friend$and foes. 
We:concews ito be high time for both Natiqns ro ſearch and 
ery their way$.and twrn again tothe:Lonp,that he-whotharh- woun- 
ded.us may, heal ys, and he who: bath-broken'us may: binde us-up. 
The {in of bath hath been the departing from the rulz:of rhe Co- 
venant, and thas we did-not truſt: God for the pertefting of his: 
Wark, walking by, zhe:rule of: piety,, but: took . our felyes ro hu- 
mane. policies, and endeavoured to carry it on by —_— 
wor 
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worldly means. For as:Scet{and did roo miich connive at and com«= 
ply with Malignants,: which is the immediate and neereſt cauſe of 
all our prefent troubles and diſtraRions , ſo England negleRing to 
hold faſt the truth and ro ſubmir themſelves to:the Government 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo clearly held forth by the pious and learned A(- 
ſembly of Divines, did connive at many” abominable 'Blaſphe- 
mies and Errours, and complying with Se&aries, gave way-to 
their wicked Toleration:Neither is it the leaſt part of the fin of both 
Lands,thar they have more minded the outward then the inward 
Reformation, the erecting of the outward Fabrick of GO DS 
Houſe, then the providing furniture for it by advancing the power 
of the Goſpel; ' that his glory may- be ſeen in his Temple. Be- 
cauſe of theſe things is there grear wrath from the L ox» agai 
cheſe Kingdoms, and his controverfie ſhall be continued untill we 
really turnaway from our crooked” paths. Therefoze as we wiſh 
that none of this Land may flacrerthemſelvesin their evil wayes, 
bur repent and amend;ſo we deſtre our Brethren of Exgland to con- 
ſider what hath been the bitter fruits of their ſlow progrefle in and 
negle& of the Work of Reformation, and of their connivance ar 
and complying with SeQaries, and to do' no-more fo; but that 
whatſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, it be diligently 
done for the Houſe of the God of heavens 1 
We truſt that the Parliament of England wilbbe wiſeto remem- 
ber andconfider the great mercies of God towardsthem/in delive- 
ringthem from all their: Enemues,and the-many opportunities 
into their hands for advancing and eſtabliſhing the work-of Re- 
tormerion ; for negle& whereof 'God hart now again threarened 
co lift up their Enemies abovethem, that he may once more prove 
whatchey will do for his Name, and for ſerling the order of his 
Houſe, God forbid that rhey ſhould run from-one extream:ro ano- 
ther, from compliance with'SeRaries:ro' | with Ma- 
lignaurs;' and hearkento rterms'of an un finfull Peace; We 
cannot bur abhor the purpoſes of any whominde the: ſubyerfion- 
of Monarchical Government, which we heartily wiſh: eo be - 4 
ſerved and continued: in his - Majeſties' Perſon, -and Poſteri- 
ty; and we do no hlefſe diſlike the Practiſes of thole who 
cal ſo hardly with his Majeſties Perſon, earneſtly defiri 


-that he were in the condition he' was into by the adviceof 


Kingdoms before he was taken away by a party of Sir Themes 
Fairfax'Army ; nor are weaguinſt the reſtoring of the. King to 
the exerciſe of his powerin aright order and way, Yet confidering 
what great expence of blood and pains theſe Kingdoms have becn 
at for maintaining their juſt Liberties and bringing the Work of 
Reformation this lengthz And-confidering his Majeſties great 
averſneſſe from ſerling Reformation of Religion,and his adheri 
ſtill ro Epiſcopacy ; Werruſt thar ſecurity will be demanded 
had from his Majeſty for Religion ,, before he be brought co one 
of his Houſes in orneer about Lender, wich Honour , — 
E 2 | 
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The GonalteNfenth, 648 
"llewy » And ronfidering 'of what importance-rhe ſolemn 
League ad Covenant 5 unto:all che inecreſts of both Kingdoms: 
idg their Religion, Lahercics and/Peace, to make an agree- 


meat without iſhing 'of ic, were not oaly 10 rob theſe Na- 
tions af: che'bl:{iogs they havealready arrained by ir, butro 0+ 


#d6or:todetin ail rhe corruptions thathave been'formely in 
wn Kicks of Gad in theſe :Lands/.and allthe -abuſcs and woiry 
ons charhave been in the Civill Governenens, and again to divide 
cthele ewo'Kingdoms thatarenow ſo happily-united and:conjoyn- 
ed Aad therefore as we wilhthat allimif-vnderſtangdings berwixr 
the Ngtions , and betwixt the King and: his people may be remo- 
ved,thitthere may ben happy and laſting Peace, ſo rhat chere may 
benoagreementwirthaut eſtabliſhing and enjayning theGovenanc 
mall cheſechree Kingdoms ;and-char for this end God: would 
give wiſdam to all that are incruſted in the managing of :publick 
affairs ther they may» feaſonably diſcover and- carefully avoid 
all (nares- which may be laid either by SeRaries; or Malignanrs 
or both!; under colour of a Treaty of Peace.” And: we are confi 
dent, through the Lord; thatraall che obſtructions and oppofi- 
dons, by which hiswock has beenretarded and interrupted in.chis 
Hland,ſhall-not onely be taken. our ofclie way,but ſhaflturn tothe 
advantage and furtheranceof-it atlaſt. / The onely wiſe God can 


Y 


and witbring.abour his holy purpoſes by unlikely,yeaby conttac 
means : And God-forbid that eicher our: Brethren 6f Bneflenel 0 
aur ſelves ſhau}d | | ofſpirit, and oaftaway 


| Eve Way: 
the h 10 mach prey dforand ſomnch -wiſhed for Re- 
formanon of Religroag and Uniformity in all the pares thereof ac- 
cording tothe Covenantz And-now it is ourhearts defire and 
prayer toiGod, that gmidfithe many trials and renrations of theſe 
times/none at rhefervants of Gad and witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt 
bexdeſcrted ,- ordefrreo: themſelves co comply either with the 
; party \upan-the ons hand, or with 'SeRaries ypon the 
ather-Rrethven prayrfoc as, and the God of all grace , who hath 
called usunta; his etamal glory, after that ye have (offered a while, 
=——__ perfect; (inbliſh, ſtrengthen and ſertle you, | 
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Auguſt. 164.8: Antemeridien, Seff. XXIV. 


Anſwer to the Letter E the Reverend Aſem- 
bly of Divines in neland:”* RE” 


Right Honewable ,j Right Reutrend"and-twrl-brlqued in- 
owr LORD, 2071's 0 3” T 


IVY E ceale not to give thanks 30:the Father: of our - 
SJ Lord Jclus,by wholeſtrengah youkeep the Word 
ex, of his patience now anthele tunes, wheg many 
y. deparc from the Faith, giving heed to feduc; 
A Spirits ;' As-alls, that he who hath found 
SACDTRYL Ty Zn, hath beer) pleaſed, by our Covenant ſworn 
rothe moſt high God, to laythe hopetull foundation of a glori- 
ous Woxkiin theſe three Kingdoms, ,to unite his People therein, 
as one ſick inthe hand'of the; LOR D. ME 
We cannot bur acknowledge:co the Honour and Glory of: the 
Lord, Wondertull in counſelland excellent in working,that hee 
hath ſtrongly united the ſpiritsof all the godly in chis Kingdom, 
and of -his Servants in the Miniſtery,, firſt in the ſeverall Presby- 
teries and'Synods, and now in this/Nationall Aflembly,in an una- 
nimous and conſtanc adhering to-pur firſt Principles and the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, Andparticularly in givingateftimo- 
ny againſt the preſenc unlawtull-Engagement in-War: Yet ir ſeem- 
eth good tothe LOR-D whobath bis Firein £/0,and; Furnace 
in Fcraſalem, for the purging of the veſſels of- þis' houſero 11 = 
| many adverſaries to ariſe with violence $60bſtzut ang ſtop rhis 
great and effectuall door , which the Lox. meta Ce x 
Bur we know that he openeth, and .no maan ſhuxrech, and (uucech, 
and no man openeth : yea, he-will- cauſe them who lay they ars 
for the Covenant and are not; bur are Eriemies thereto,and do aſſo- 
ciate with Malignants ot Sectaries, to acknowledge that God hath 
loved us;& that his crutch is in us & with us-Ang.aow dewly belo- 
ved, ſeeing the Lord hath kept you together ſo many years, when 
the battel ofthe Warriour hath been withconluled noiſe, and gar- 
ments rolfed in blebd;-rhe'Lord'/alſo firing 353 refinerto. purific | 
|, the Sons of Zovd,"andbleſing yen with uniyy 2nd ſoundoelle in 0 
the Faith, we are confillent yaWwill not, ceaſe £0 given publick qv 
teſtimpny for Chriſt ;7 both -againſt ' Seftaries gud S, 
wha prophecie lies in the nameot the L Q R-12/ nit Ma- 
HOO. Incendiaries (the! Prelzicsl| and Popiſh Faction) 
who now again beſtir themſelves to hold apthe. xoKen gnd ron 
| ing chrone of Antichiiſt , and are (whaeygr hoy pecrend) Fe 
to ; 
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36 The Gent/all efſſembly, 1648. 
reall enemies of Reformation: As alſo, that as the Embaſſadors 
of Feſws Chriſt and'his Watchmen, you will give ſeaſonable war- 
ning to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament}, that now '(afcer 
the lofle of the opportunity of ſo many years) they would, in 
their places, repair che Houſe of the LOR D, that lyeth ſo long 
deſolate, and promove the work of Reformation and Unitormity 
according to the Covenant. | 
For if the Honourable Houſes of Parliament had timely made 
| uſe of. that power, which God had putin their hands for ſuppreſ- 
ſing of Series, and hadraken a ſpeedy courle for ſethng of Pres- 
byteriall Government, (a ſpeciall and effeuall means appointed 
by Godto purge his Church from all ſcandals in Do@rine and 
Practiſe) Then had nor the inſolencie of thar party ariſen ro ſuch 
a height, as rogiye occaſion tothe Malignants of both Kingdoms 
ro juſtifie and bleſſe themſelves in their old, oppokition' ro the 
work of Reformation, and to encourage one agother, tonew and 
more dangerous attempts ; Neither had the Malignant party ever 
grown ſoftrong in this Kingdom, if the Scaries had} not -been 
connived at in Exo1rAanD; For their -prime- pretence 
(for their preſent tifing in Armes) is, that they -may-ſuppreſs 
the SeQaries, and vindicate the King from that baſe condition, un- 
ro which he is brought by thar party: Yet theſe, do not-wilely, 
nor well, who avoiding or oppoſing Seariſme, iplir1themſclves 
npon che rock of Malignancy,-/and by- taking that party by, the 
hand now, do own all the cruelty , bloodſhed. and other,ungodly 
and unjuſt As, which'they have doneſince the beginning of this 
Reformation. 'And as we take thankfully your teſtimony of our 
ſteiring fo ſteady and even a courſe berween the dangerous rocks 
of Prophaneſſe and Malignancy on the one hand, and of Ertour, 
Schiſme, Herefie and Blaſpheme on the other hand ;. So we truſt 
ye will n6t ceaſe to give teſtimony againſt boththele evils, and re- 
ent the ſame ro'the Honourable Houſes of Parliament, as-you 
ll have fir occafion'; And that you will gravely warne your di(- 
ing Brethren what a door they keep open for Errors and 
Herehies, 'by theirtener of Independency ; W hereby they leave 
no means of Authoritative Ecclefiaſtick Suppreſsion .of Er- 
rours; If an 7, Congregation will pleaſe co own them. 
We alfo are confidentthar you will be remembrancers to thar fa- 
mous City of 'London, and the whole Kingdom, of their] - 
ment t6 the LL O KD; -"in the folemn/League and/Coyenant:. Nor 
will we ſuffer our ſelves to believe: thar' the. wel-affected.in: the 
Houſes of Parliament , In the City of Zoxdon , gnd;zbroughour 'J' 
that whole Kingdom will agree or harken' co;the motions of any 
ſach Treaty of Peace, as leaves out the beſt ſecurity, for Religion, 
the Canſe'of G O'D, und the ſolemn -League-and, Covenant, 
Thug dcfititig the continuance of -your Prayers to: God for, us , (in 
this hour of temptarion ; and promiſing Ghrongh bjs grace, and 
gen) 


\ 


The Generall Aſſembly, 1648, 47 
ſtrength) rocontinue in prayers for you, We commir yon torhe 


infinxe Wiſdom , Power, Goodnefle, and Faithfi of on 
blefled G O D and Father in Chriff, in whom we are, 


2. Auguſt 1648. Tow very loving ayd affectionate 
Brethren to ſerve you, 
Dire, The Miniſters and Elders con- 
To the Right Honourable, veenedinthe GznnzRrAL 
and Right Reverend the AsszM3LY of the Kirk 
Aſſembly of Divines in _ of Scolland, 


England now afſembled 
at yeſtmigher. 


Eodem die Poftmeridiem, Se. XXV - 


The Humble Supplication of the Generall 4/- 
Jembly, Tothe Right Honourable the Com- 
mittee of Eſtates. 


#I9 Hereas the High and Hononrable Court of Par- 
@/X liamenr and your Lordſhips were pleaſed to in- 
«WE joynthe ſublcription of a Declaration and Band 
\-2/% of the date Zone 10. 1648. And we having 
CAS) found after ſucly examination and tryalf, as is 
£2) >@DK competenttothe Servants of G O D in an Ec- 
| clefiaſtick way , that the ſame is a ſnare ro the 
Conſciences of the People of GOD inthis Laqd to involvecthem 
tugmkineſſe, and ro draw then from rheir former principles and 
Vows iwthe ſolemn League and Covenant , as dorh more fully 
appear in.our Act concerning the ſame herewirh preſenced. unto 
your Lordfhips. Therefore from one zeal rorhe glory of GOD 
and render care of the ſouls commirced- umo us, and for our ex- 
oneration, As we do ſeriouſly exhom' that your Loxdſhips 
would be ſenſible of the guile char you: have already brought up- 
on: your {elves and orhers, by injoyning_ and urging that ſub- 
ſcription, Sowe doearneſtly and! int che bowels of Fo us Chrift 
intrean, . Trav your Lordſhips would take fuch-order and conrſe'ss 
that. is may' mo further preſſed upon the people of G OD 
chrougheurthe Lands | £2 
And becauſe the people groun under the violence andopprel- 
ſion of' Officers and Soultiers' in cheir Quarterings. or otherwife 
throughourall che cornersof the Countrey (which as ic 
icendedimotheexrs of the L own of Rofts,, ſs we doubt nov 
burjris-odmers your knowledge) We conceive: it to' be! incu 
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38 The Generall eAſſembly, 1648. 
bent to us to repreſent the ſame to your Lordſhips, beſeeching 
and obteſting you that as you would not defire that the Loxv 
ſhould viſit becauſe of theſe things, you would think upon anet- 
fectuall remedy for puniſhing and redreſsing what is paſt, and pre- 
venting the like in time coming. | | 

And whereas by an A& and inhibition of your Lordſhips, The 
Liberty of Printing being one of the Kirks Priviledges confirmed 
by Parliament is reſtrained, Therefore we intrear that the inhibt- 
tion upon the Printers may be taken off. | 

Andnow having condiſcended upon a Declaration to all the 
Members of this Kirk concerning preſent dangers and duties, We 
do in all humility offer the ſame co your Lordſhips (together with 
our Anſwerto the Paper laſt ſent to us from your Lerdſhips) pro- 
feſsing in the fight of G O D (whoſe Servants we are) that we 
have walked herein according to the rule ot his Word, and have 
nothing before our eyes bur his Glory, and the well of his People, 
And therefore intreats your Lordſhips, that you would ſeriouſly 
p_ the ſame without prejudice, and as you delire to be com- 
orted in the day of your accompts, to make right ule of the light 
that is holden forth therein from Gods Word. 


Auguſt 3. 164.8. Antemeridiem,Sefl. XXVI. 


Ae for cenſuring «Miniſters for their filence, 
and not ſpeaking to the corruptions of the 


time. 


FeOAH E Generall Aſſembly, taking to their ſerious 
| {®@\N conſideration, the great ſcandals which have 
- IA lately encreaſed, partly chrough ſome Miniſters 
© their reſerving and not declaring of themſelves 

2 Ware gain the prevalent fins of che times , partly 
BEAe>= through the ſpire, Malignity, and infolency of 
others againſt ſuch Miniſters as have faithfully agd treely repro- 
ved the Sins of the times without reſpe& of, perſons, Do there- 
forefor preventing and removing ſuch ſcandals hereafter , Ap- 


ty and Ordain, that every Miniſter do by the word of Wiſdom 
l 


y his Do&rine faithfully againſt the publick Sins and Cor- 
ruptions of theſe times, and particularly againſt the Sins and 
Scandals in that Congregation wherein he lives, according to 
che AR of the Generall Aſſembly 1596.. revived by the A(- 
ſembly art- Glaſgow 1638. Appointing that ſuch as ſhall be 
found not applying their Doqtrine co corruptions , which is the 
Paſtorall gifr, cold , and wanting of Spirituall zeal, flatterers 


and 


£ / FA. ai 
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and diffembling of publick fins,and eſpechtfyof'gtear Perſonages : 
in their Congregations, ctharall ſuch for ba obs ng 
ing to the degree of their fault8nd continuing therein be depriq 
ved; Andaccording to the A& of the Generall Aſſembly:1646-: 
Seſſ. 10. Thar beſide all other: ſcandals ; fitence, or arnbiguous! 
ſpeaking .in the pubhke Caufe;, much: more-derraRing and- dif-1 
affected ſpeeches be ſeaſonably cenſured: As therefore the Errours 
and exorbirancies of SeQaries in Engl/andare notto be paſled in fi- 
lence, bur plain warning co be given of che danger:of fo near a 
contagion, that people may beware of ir; and ſuch as hegle this 
duty to be Cenſured by their Presbyreries, Soitis thought fic and 
Appointed by the Aflembly, conform to the foreſaid As, That' 
the maincurrentot applications in Sermons may run along againſt 
the evils that prevail at home,and namely again{t the contempt of 
the Word, againſt all profaneſſe, againſt che preſent: defection: 
from the League and Covenant,” aganſt- the unlawtull Engage- 
ment in War, againſt the unlawful} Band and Declaration of the 
date of the 10. of Fune ordained” robe ſubſcribed by all the Sub- 
jets , and other unjuſt Decrees eſtabliſhed by Law, againſt the 
Plots and PraQtiles of Malignants, and againſt the Principles and 
Tenents of Eraſt:apiſm, which ſpread among divers in this King- 
dom', Forthe r confutation whereof, tis hereby Recom- 
mended to the Miniſtery ro ſtudy.that point of controverfie well, 
that they may be the rhore ablera ſtoprhe, months of *gainſayers: 
Tis alſo hereby Recommended co the ſeverall Presbyteries and 
Provincizll Synods ; that they make ſpeciall enquiry and triall 

concerning all rhe Miniſtery in their bounds, And it any be found 
_ too ſparing general, 'or ambiguous in the: foreſaid applications 
and reproots that they be ſharply rebuked, dealr with, and warned 
ro amend under the pain of ſuſpenſion from their Miniſtery ;-And. 
if after'ſ{uch warning-given theyamend nor,thar ſuch be 
by Presbyzeries,andin caſc of their negligence by the « rill 
thenexs-Generall Aſſembly Burif. there be any, who.do negie& 
and omit 4uch applications and.reproots, and continue in ſuch ne- 
gligenceafteradmomtionand; dealing with them , they areto be 
cited, and after due trial of che offence ro be depoled., for being 
pleafersof men rather then ſeryancs of Chriſt, torgiving themſelves 
to @dereſtable indifferency or geurrality in-the Gaule of .God,and 
tor defragding the ſouls of people. yea for being highly-guilry of 
the blood of {oylsjin.avt giving them. mg : Much more arc 
\uch Miniſters to be ceaſured with Depoſition from their Miniſtry 
who preach-or rhe. lawfulnes or-pray for the ſucceſs of the preſenc 


unlawfull 5G4g ent, Or ths go. along, with the Army chem- 
ſelycs, or. who Flertte any Bands or take any Oaths not appro- 


vedbyshe General Aſembly orcheir Commilsioners, ar by their 
QUAtenarice-Or.a [ahathemſerres aceatiory to 
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a& TheGenerall Afſembhy," 1648. 
the taking of ſuch Bands and Oaths by others: Ft tobe underſtood 
thazit any Miniſter preach in defence of or pray for the {nceefle 
| egthe Seftmies in England, he islikewnyes to be ceniuned by de- 
we nz, And this we adde as 2 generall rue to be ablerved on 
h bids, but not dyit we had found any of the Miniſtery of 
m to be fayourers of che Sedtaries in Englend. . 

ww} incaſe any Miniſter for his freedom in preaching, and 
faichfull diſcharge of his conſcience ſhall be inthe face of the 
Congreg@ipn-or eliewhere upbraided , railed at, mocked, or 
chreatened,/or if any injury or violence be doneo bis perſon; or 
any ſtop and diſturbance made to him in the exerciſe of his Mini- 
terial cafling, The Presbyrerie-of the bounds ſhall forchwirh 
cfiter in with the — whoeyerhe beCharge him 
the Diſcipline of the. Kirk by - publick Repencance, 
which itany donot , of refuſe rodo;, That thea the Presbyteric 
proceed io] Excotmmunication againſt him ; 'In all which Presby- 
— ods are to give an account of their diligence: And 
che Aſſeinbly A ppoints this Act ny Une everal Con- 

gregations of this & Kirk, " ''E 


Augult 4. 1648. Pie 'Seſl. XXIX. 
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© The Generall Aſſembly, 1648. * 41 
miniſh the ſaid proportion according to the ability of every 
Congregation... . | Tp | 

The Afﬀembly Having conſidered the foreſaid Report, Ap- 
proves the firſt Overture, And recommends Colin Campbell to the 
- Univerſity of Aberdecn, Dancan Campbell:co Edinburgh ; Patrick 
Campbell to Glaſgow,Z achary cMaccullum to St. Leonards Colledge 
in St. Andrews: As 81!o Approve the ſecond” Overture, ſetiouſly 
Recommending to Presbyreries, Thatthe faid fourry ſhillings be 
colle&edccarctully and ſcne to Glaſgow, And the Miniſters of Glaſ- 
gow ſhall appoint ſome ſufficient man in that Town'to receive the 
-faid Collection from Presbyreries, And to rake charge of the 
boording and entertainment of the ſaids Boys-in Glaſgow at 
Schooles', and they ſhall ſend in the names 'of the Boys 
-with a Certificate of their proficiency yearly ro the Generall 
-Afſembly : And. this ColleRion ſhall onely 'endure for the 
ſpace of ewelve years. 


Auguſt 5. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sefſ. XXX. 


Explanation of the fifth Article of the Over- 
tures concerning Appeals 'paſt in the Aſ- 
ſembly, 1643. 


£ 
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”, F-4; Þ ccnceis pronounced : The party ;ſhall chen im- 
mediately after the ſentence proteſt for liberry of Aggank as he 
ſhall ſee cauſe ; And — within ten daycs ſhall give in his 
Appeal in writ under his hand, cither to the Jugicaro or the 
Moderazorthereof, otherwiſe the Appeal is not to be reſpected. 


F 2 Eodem 


2 The General! Membly, 1648. 


Eeodem die 164.8. Antemeridiem, Sd. XXX. 


AR diſcharging depoſed or ſuſpended Mimifters 
from any exerciſe of the «M iniſtery , or 
medling with the flipend. 


W8H E Generall Aſſembly confideringthar accord- 
29 ingrothe ancient practiſe and order ofthis Kirk, 
f & the Cenſuxe of Suſpenſion 12nd Depoſition of 
3 55 Miniſters is both «6 afficio and a beneficio, as 1s 
B-RCWPEt allo acknowledgedby the 20. AR of tic Patlia- 
| gat ment, Ann 1644. And that the continuance of 
ſuſpended or depoſed Miniſters in the exerciſe 
of the Migiſtery or in the poſſeſsion of their ſtipend hath been 
and ougltto. beaccompted and cenfured a5\a greut conermpr of 
the Authority and Cenſures of the Kirk, Conſidering alſo that 
the continyance of dapoled Minifters in the poſlctsion of rhe ſti- 
pend, is agreat ptejudice and” obſtruction to the planting of the 
vaiking Kirk,and ro the ſctvice of God there. Therefore do de- 
clare and Ordain, That whoſoever after the ſentence-of Depo- 
ſition pronounced againſt them, Do either exerciſe any part of the 
Miniſteriall calling in che places they formerly ſerved in,or elſe- 
where, ar dopoficile, medale, or intromet with the ſtipend or 
other-benefirs whatſoever ems = bam theſe Kirks they ſerved 
a ,. They: ſhall be proceeded” #painſt with Excommunication , 
Aad it any ſuſpended Minifter - during « his fuſpenfion , either 
exerciſe any part of the Minifteriall Calling, or intromer xwith rhe 
Scapend, that he be Depoled, And after depoſition, continuing in 
either of theſe faults, That he be proceſſed with Excommuni- 
cation; Byt prejudiceajrays ro rhem of their Kipend veſting for 
by-gonefervice; and bf any cecompence (due for building or re- 
pairing of the Manſe according: to the ofdinary practiſe, And 
the Aſſembly recommends ro Presbyreries ſeriouſly ro be care- 
full of the putting of this AR in execution. 


\ 


Auguſt 
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The «Aſſemblies Declaration of the falſhood, 
and forgerie, of a lying ſcandalous Þ am- 
phlet: put forth under the name of their Re- 
verend Brother Mafter Alexander Hen- 
derſon after ha death. 


HE Generall Aſſembly of this Kitk having ſeen 
a Printed Paper, Intirnled , The Declaration of 
a Mr. Alexander Henderſon principall Minmni- 
PROP fter of the Word 'of G 0 D at Edinburgh and chief 
Dy £8 Commiſsioner from the Kirk of Scotland tothe Pay- 
4 liament and Synod of England made upon his death - 
bed. And taking into their {etidus confiderarion 
how miny-groſle lies and impudent calumnies are herein contain- 
ed y Ont of the tender relpet which they do bearto his name 
(which ought to be very precious to them and all poſterity , for 
his fairhfull lervice m thegreat Work of Refortnation in theſe 
Kingdoms,whereia the L © xD was pleaſed to make him emninent- 
ly inſtrumentally and leſt through the malice of ſome, and igno- 
rance of others the ſaid Pamphlet ſhould gain belief among the 
weaker ſorr, "They have thought fir to make known and declare 
concerning the fame as followeth, 

Thar after dye fearch and tryallxhey do jock thattheir worthy 
brarher Maſter 4lexander Henderſon, did (from the time” of his 
coming from Newcafilecill the laſt moment of -his de- 
parcure our of this life)upon all occaſions manifeſt the conftancy 
of his judgemene rouching the Work of Reformation in theſe 
Kingdoms; Namdy, mail his diſcourſes and conferences with 
his Majeſty, and with his Brethren who were employed with him 
inthe ſame Truſt at Newcaftle, In his Letters rothe Gommils10+ 
ners at Loxdoy , and particularly in his laſt diſcourſe ro his Maje- 
ſtie at his departing from Newcaſtle , being very weak and greatly 
decayed in his Naturall ſtrength. When he was come from New- 
caſte by Seartoth.s Kingdom,he was in ſuch a weak worn and fail- 
ed coodikion, as it was evident to all who ſaw him, that he was 
not able ro frame any ſuch Declaration, for he was ſo ſpent that he 
died within eight dayes after his arrivall ; And all that he was able 
to ſpeak in that time did clearly ſhew his judgement of,and affet- 
on to the Work of Reformation and Caule of God, torbe every 
way the ſame then, that ir. was in the beginning and progre - 

| thereot 
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thereof, as divers Reverend Brethren who viſited him have decla- 
red tothis Aſſembly and particularly rwo Brethren who conſtanc- 
ly artended him from the time he cate home till his breath expi- 
red. A further teſtimony may be brought from a ſhort Confeſsion 
of Faith under his hand found amongſt his Papers, which is ex- 
preſſed as his laſt Words, wherein among other mercies he decla- 
reth himſclt moſt of all obliged to the grace and goodneſſe of God for 
calling him to believe the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and for exalting him 
to bea Preacher of them to others, and to be a willing though weak, in- 

. frument in this great and wonderfull work of Reformation, which he 
earneſtly beſeecheth the Lord to bring to a happy concluſion. Other rea- 
ſons may be added from the leviry of the file -and manifeſt ab- 
ſurdities contained in that Paper. Upon conſideration of all which 
this Aſſembly doth condema the ſaid Pamphler as forged, ſcan- 
dalous, and falſe, And further Declare the author and contriver of 
the ſame to be yoid of charity and a good conſcience, anda groſſe 

 Iyar 00 calumniator led by the Spirit of the accuſer ot' the 

Brethren. 


Aﬀ for taking the Covenant at the ff re- 
ceiving of the Sacrament of the Lords $ 
per, and for the receiving of it alſo by all 
Students at their firſt entry to Colledges. 


— 


» HE Generall Aſſembly according to former re- 

commendations, Deth. Ordain that all-young 
T &$ Scudents rake che Covenant ar their firſt ent 

2 ro Colledges ; And that hereafter all Perſons 

SY whatſoever take the Covenant attheir firſt recei- 

ving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper: Requi- 

ring hereby Provinciall Aſſemblies , Presbyreries and Univerfi- 

tiesto be carefull that this Abe obſerved, and accomptthereof 

raken in the viſitation of Univerſities and particular Kirks, andin 

the tryall of Presbyteries. 


—_— 


Holm 


' Eodem'die Poſtmeridiem; Sel. XXXIl. 


 eA concerning rect i of 
— Biuſars, 


PORHE General Afﬀembly V that the 
| beN frequent pena A of prece = yr nx 
C1 (Res blies for mai Parlors, i is mop Preſ- 

'Y /: \ 

2 WAY byteries neglected eced, 1 8 Do therefor ids 
02) (WErp to crave accompt t Hb rake 
SS _ | Provincilli wocting, vs with ah the 
That fo the part bo Prbyreties and od $ ant heir oe oo. 
ligence or diligence inſo pious « work may be - 
aminarion ofthe Provincull books go each Gate IA et 


Auguſt 9. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sel. Ons 


AS for dis-1 joyning the Presbyter Zerland, 
\.. from the Provinciall Synod of Orkne nts and 
Carhnes.. 


Hae eeSHE Connttialdanet EE 
that the Presbytery of Zealand cannot meet wit 
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the great diſtance of that 1 
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Ovrrtures "for the Remedies of the grievous 
and common Sms o: the Land in Fs pre- 


fent time!" 


—_HE Sin; of the La 3 <hE Ctuſes and acrbfions thi 
X .of Snoſte a ii following Remedies of theſe 


\\ 


| ” Che wet ropounded;. 
| E * Cixill Remed _ Ae ce 
t al the 0 pared to be preſented to 
let he preſent 74 be eftories fo 'every Chngrezation' to 


nfs uſe of the 9. A of the Parliament 1645. 4 Perth nt, for hat 
wing Magiſtrates and Fuſtices in IJ Congregation , and: of 1the 
$5 Ad of the e ſaid Parliament againſt Swearing , Fr and 
of Play,” and all other Adds of Parliament forre freiping 
or op nd 0 ice, Clog for the better riſtraining of t 
Wi that 1k Me by in wet Congre Pereeation exath 
make con to np Se ins of ourty pounds f4 be 22h 
$) and: Fornicatrix, of Merks f or each ml ih or rel 
in Fornication, "XL ah hantveth Hs each a r and 
tertſs according to evpreſs As wr Parliament which 7; to be os 
_ of thoſe myo me payit, and the diſcretion of the Magiitrate i to 


to the ability or inability of each Belingoent, 


Domeſtick Remedies. ; 

. Lex care be taken of tonſcionable receiving of Saas ; uS 

ty have teſtimonials of thtir honeſt behaviour : * 2yd let all ſuch 
give teſtimonials take hitd that theſe to whom they give them, be 
Pers of ſcolding, ana Hing ana and ”=_ like more common ſitis, 
45 well as formics e and other groſſe and 
bainous evils \ "let 7 time nip: giving Teftimanial be cin 
face bet CLAN os extraori exigent be :1tt it bt ggi+ 
ven by the Miniſter with conſent of the eltey of the bounds, wherein 
the perſon craviny the ego Toad hath reſided , Tf they have fallen 
or relapſed in'*fcan endalon ne, tet their Tyflimonial bear A 


on ol: 

2. Lett rar the Worſhip of God be pradiſed,, and Di 
; exerciſe# in Families, according tothe Direftory for'Þ 
HM mfp loo is rn ons Roy 
ejpech, in th ye f he hh f rhe Rimildy 

_ WWthe” ties of the 8abbath by abr how 
"Ly . "Let hut of rdiried adds hve: chili mw 
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The Generall”ffembly;-1648% = =45 
tized, who are very rude and igmrant, be firred up and exhorted, 
4s at all times, ſo eſpecially at that time, to attain ſome meaſure of 


Chriſtian knowledge in the grounds of Religion , that they may ive 
hey live, 


to the Miniſter, before the Elder of the Bownds wherein th 
ſome accompt of their knowledze, that ſo they may the better teach | 
their family and train up their children. _ | 
4: Let every family that hath any in it that can read; hive a 
Bible and a P[alm-Zook, and make uſe of them ,, and white none can 
read, let them be ſtirred up is traine up their children is reading, 
br uſe arty other good remedie the Minifter and Seſtion can 
| 0n, 
Generall Ecclefiaſtick Remedies: SI 

I. 'Letthe Remedies which were given at Perth 1645. and 
are mentioned inthe Generall Aſſembly 1646. anent the' Sing of Mi- 
nifters be put in execution, = | 

« Fg ſuſpenſion from the Lords Sarrament be more cattfyully 
executed, 

3. Let perſons relapſe in Adultery(or above)quadrilapſe in For- 
nication ( kd rt inn or ew guilty ks por ads be Ex 
communicat ſomewhat more ſummarly nor in an ordinary proceſſe 
(except there be more nor ordinary fignes, and an eminent meaſure of 
Repentance made kyown tothe Seſtion and Presbyterie) both for 3 
hainouſneſs of the ſins and continuance therein, and alſo for terrour 
to others; And theſe not to be relaxed from the ſentence of Excommu- 
nication without evidence, and undeniable ſignes of Repemance. 

4. Let unpartiall proceeding be uſed againſt men of all quality, 
for their ſcandalous walking , and in particular for drunkenneſſe, 
ſwearing, and other ſcandalous fins. And this tobe tryed at the 
Viſitation of Kirks, _ | 

Particular Eccleſfiaſtick Remedies : 
and 1. againſt Ignorance. 

I. Let Miniſters Catechize one day every weth (whereon alſo 
they may BaptiXe and Lefture or' Preach) and let them Preach every 
Lords Day both before and after noon, according to former Atts of 
Generall Aſſemblies, Let Presbyteries and Synods be very carefull of 
this , And let every Provinciall Book , contain an exai# acconiyt 


' thereof. 


\ '2. Let Miniſters examine all of every quality of whoſe know- 
ledge they have nocertain notice. © 

3- Let young perſons be Carchied by the Miniſter from the 
time they are c of inſtraition, and let them not be delayed till 

they be of age to Communicat. © phy 61 
4.' Let perſons meeting re Front, Commu- 
non ; for the firſt and ſecond time,let them be' debarred. esfins 
their-names. nd the third time,cxpreſsing their names, fo, e fourth 
time,brinz themto pe 7 ene ; all this is to be underſFood of 
thoſe that profit nothing, ani labor not for knowledge :* But if rhey 
be profiting in any meaſure, or labouring that they may profit , _ 
G caſe 


5 _ "© ” / 


ty of greater degrees of that 
this Article, are toconfeſs their Sin both befare the Seſsion and Preſ- 


withmere Accuracie, Diligence and Zeal. 
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caſe is very conſiderable, they ought to bave more for bearance. 
2. Ecclefiaſtick Remedies againſt Prophaneſle. | 
I. Let ignorant and ſcandalous perſons be put off , and kept aff 
Kifk. Seſsions. 

. 2+ Let every Elder have a certain bounds aſsigned to him that 
he may viſt the ſame every moneth at leaſt, and report to the Seſiev 
what {candalls aud abuſes are therein, or what perſons have emered 
without Teſtimonials. 6 $4 PATTIE! 

+ 3« Let all ſcandalous perſons be ſuſpended from the Lards Supper. 
| 4+. Let4he Miniſter deal tn greuge mee them thas are profeſ- 
ſing publick, Repentance before the Elder of the bounds , thus 34 tty 
theevidence of their Repentance. | 
5- Let theſe who have fallen in Fornicatios make, pwblick pro- 
fe{vion of  Repentance three ſeverall Sabbaths , who wu. guilty of re- 
Lapſe in Fornication ſix Sabbaths, who « guilty of trelapſe irs Forni- 
cation, . or hath once fallen in Adultery 2.6: Subbaths, and theſe ſins 
tobe confeſſed buth in one habite, viz. in Sackcloth, Quadrilapſe in 
Fornication and relapſe in Adultery, three quarters of 4 year, Inceſt 
or e Murder 4. year, or 52. Sabbaths, in ca{ezhe Magiſtrate da nat 
his duty in pumſhing ſuch crimes capitally., They that fall in For- 
Bication or relepſes therein, are firſt toconfe(ſe their Sin before the 
Se(5ion, . and thereafter wb the Congregation , They that are guil- 
at Singand of it ether Sins mentioned ip 


byterie, and there. to ſhew ſome fignes of Repentance before they be 
brought to the Congregation. 

6. Some are to be rebuked at the time of Catechizing who deſerve 
wore nor a pruate reproof , and yet veeds nat tobe brought #0 publick 


Repentance : 


7. It will be a good remedie againſt Sabbath-breaktng by Carriers 


and Travellers, That the Minifters where they dwell cauſe them to 
bring T fins from the place where they reſted on theſe Lords 
dajes wherein they were from home, 
8. Let all perſons flit from one Paroch to another have ſuf. 
hom Teſtimonials, This is to be extended to all Gentlemen and Per- 
s of quality and all their -fallowers , who come to refidy with their 
Families at Edinburgh, or elſewhere, and let the Miniſter from 
who they flit advertiſe the Miniſter to whom they flit 3 if (30 his 
knowledge) they be lying under any ſcandall. | 
9., Let Miniſters bt free with perſons of quality for smendment 
of their forts , and: (if nted ſhall be) let ther take halp therera of 
ſome of the Brethren of the Presbyterie, 
. 10+ Let the Prebyteries take (peciall natice of Miniſters who do 
converſs frequently and familiarly with Malignants, and with ſcan- 
daloxs & prophane a Reb auch as belong to nther Parochts, 
It, Let privie Cenſures of Presbyteries aud Synads be perfarmed 
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12. For better keepins of the Sabbath, let every Elder take no- 

tice of ſuch as are within bs bounds, how they keep the Kirk) how 

the _ & ſpemt before ,. betwixt, and after rhe time of \publick 
Worjnip. Fu F SP 

I g Let no Miniſter reſort to any Exrommunicat perſon with- 

ont licenſe from the Presbyterie nifi in extremis, and let Miniſters 

take (peciall notice of ſuch perſons as haunt with Excommunicats, 

roce{[ethems, ; g Rv Wo 

I - 6h corre ſpondence betwixt Presbyteries it a good remedee. 

I. At the viſitation of each Congregation, letthe Seftion Book be 

well wiſited, and. for that effedt, let it be delivered 19 two or three 

Brethren ſeven or eight dayes before the viſitation, that their report 

of it may be in readineſſe againſt the day of Viſtatian. 
The Afembly allows ot all theſe Overtures and-Remedies of che 
Sins of the Land; , And Ordains all of chem to be carefully and 


conſcionably put in practiſe. 


Ad for examining the Paraphraſe of the Pſalms 
and other Scripturall Songs. 


- 


HE. Generall: Aſſembly Roaſe Para- 
phraſe of the Pſalms, with the correRions there- 
of now [given. in by the Perſons appointed by 

2 the laſtAſſembly tor that purpoſe, to be ſent ro 
Vie Presbyteries, That they may carefully reviſe and 


PS examine the ſame, and t ſend them 
— -withtheir correQions tothe Commiſſion of this 

Aſſembly eo be appointed for publick affairs, Who are to have a 
care ro cauſe re-examine the Animadverfſions of Presbyteries, gnd 
pregonea © £0 the next Generall Aſſembly, Intimating here- 
y, Thatif Presbyreries be negli hereof, the next Generall 
Aſſembly is to go on and take the ſame-Parapbraſeco their confi- 
deration without more delay : And the Aﬀembly Recommends 
ro Maſter Fobn Adamſon and Mr. Thomas Crafurd toxevile the La- 
bours of Mr. Zachary Boyd upon | rÞp.5a Scripturall Songs, and 
to prepare a report thereof: tothe faid Commilion nes anne af- 
fairs, That afrer their examination;the ſame may be alſo reported 
ro the next Generall Aſlembly.” | 


> 
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Overrnres concerning Papiſts, their children, 


. and Excommunicate Perſons. 


E General Affembly conſidering the manifold 
OSS inconveniences that tollow uponthe ſending of 
IS) the children of Noblemen andothers of qualiry 
: eo Forraign Countries wherein Popery ts protel- 
2 cd, efpecially chart chereby ſach children are in 
tob with -Popery, and fo cor- 
| and Perfons to which they 
belong, whereby thar wicked root of damnable Idolarry, Errour 
and Herefie'tnay again be.occalioned to fpring up and trouble ma- 
ny, and proyoke the moſt High G O D to wrath , and to_canſe 
his Majeſtie leave this Land co ſtrong deluſions to believe lies; 
Thazetote They Doin thename of G O D, Charge and Require 
, all the Presbytertes of this Kingdam to obſerve and praftiſe the 
Rules and Diretions which are madem former Generall Afem- 
blies for preventing of the ſaid fearfull inconveniences, and name- 
ly the Overtures againſt Papiſts, non-Communicants, and Pro- 
fancrs of che Sabbath gpproven inthe Generall Aſſembly held ar 
St. L4ndrens imcheyear of 'God,T642. 'und the 'AR anent chil- 
dren ſent withourthe Kingdom made inthe" Generall Aſſembly ar 
Edinburgh, CHnxo 1646. And tharthey uſe all diligence for pur- 
ting in execution the Ads .of Parliament and ſecret Councell 
made againſt Papiſts and Excommunicate Perſons ; And that they 
_— their diligences thereanent in their Presbyrerie Books 
ichareſummarily'ro be recorded in the Synod Books from 
—_—— Thar the nun aprerers eng fee _ theſe 
laudable are puriin _— ich here are preſented with 
ſome neceſfary additions in one P | - 


. 1. Thatevery-Presbyreric give a Lift of all Excommunicute Pa- 
peas Comin onto rmpubr organ rome 
Tae's | $Y, ng DIall s., yea of them allo 
who profefſe ro have renounced Popety , .but n have their chil- 
dren edecared abroad, 'withthe names of theſe children that are 
_ according to the fifth Overture'of the General! Afſem- 
1642. | | 
- That every Presbyterie conveen at their firſt meeting all 
known Papiſts within their bounds, and ſuch as having proteſſed 
ro renounce Popery. have their children abroad, and cauſe them 
inde fufficidor caution for bringing home wichin three monerhs 
ſuch of their children as are without the Kingdom, to be educated 
in Schoolsand Colledges at the Presbyrteries fight if they be Mi- 
nors.; andto be wrought upon by gracious conterence, andother 
, means 


abroad within ſuch time 25 is above prefixed , 9; T1empoye 
fromthem their Proteſtant Padagogs (has they | 
be , andin cale of 


Counſel! may be put roexecution 


- The Generall Aſſembly, 164.8. 5t 
means of inſtruction to be - reclaimed from Poperyif ws 4 be 
come £0 perfeR ag age. 

8: Pricne, Tutors or Frinds of Children and Minors 
ſhall, befote they ſena them wichour the Kingdom, fi 

the Presbyterie where they refide , that they may haverheir Te» 
ſtimoniall dire&ed co the ['resbyrerie or Claſſe within the'King» 
dom or Dominion beyond Seas whither they intend co fend their 
Children ; "And at the time of theſe Childrens return , -thirthey 
report a Teſtimoniall from the Presbyrerie or mow 
they lived withour the Kingdom , tothe Presbyre 


c 
them a Teſtimonial) at their goin ”_y , according to ted 
anent Children ſent without the nedbm Ann 1646. 

4. Thar all Presbyteries give then of luch Pxdagogsas 


were abroad with the children .oft Noblemen within there 
bounds, and diligently enquire whether theſe Pedagogsd 


ocont{- 
nue ſteadfaſt in rhe true Religion, and continue in their ſervice, or 
whither theſe Pxdagags ogs doeirherbecame corrupt in Religion, or 
( continuing conſtant ) are removed from their char Fm IP 
whomthey are removed, and tha th __ hey. 

ne Gerenlt Aſenbly tom ve o ivr ei Commit, 
ners, they, may repreſent ame-t0 art 
Parliament , Lids % locger Counſel! or PoSobblo 48 Eſftares,. 
for ſuch remedie as ſhall ſeem Sy - dient cogheir Hongurs,, for 
preventing of, and purging the land from the Plague of I- 


dolatrie. 
» Tutorsor : Croaoones 


5. Thar ſuch P 
renlagady 


Children to tf inteaed with Idolatry witho 
Teſtimonialls as aforeſaid, or do.not recall 


_— infected with 
theſethings,be Excommunicated. 

6. Thatthe names of ſuch 'as are Excommunicatedifor theſe 
or any other caules , 'be ſent intorhe Generall Afſembly from 
yearto year , chat ( from thence ) their names may be notified in 
all the Kingdom , and -thatthe As of Parliament ang; fecrer 


cual ang ale Ge 


uſed forth: effe&t ; and that by-che cffecuall 


nerall Aſſewbly, wich che Lords of {ecrert-Counlell, 
or Committee of Eſtates,their Lordſhips may Enactiucb4uther, 
juſt and ſevere civill Puniſhment on ith Excommunicants for 


Terror to others, as ſhall be found neceffary for purging this J-0- 


. venanted Land from all Abominations. 


:Becauſe perſons addicted to Idolatry will uſe all means for 
their own hardening in their” and Idolatrous way, 
even- within the 3 Therefore all known Papiſts , or 


wm ſuſpe&t of Poperie upon probable grounds , are to finde 
Caution 
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Caution before their Presbyteries , for their abſtinence from 
Mafſe,and from the Company ot all Jeſuits,and Prieſts according 
co the ſecond Overture againſt Papiſts, made Lo 1 642. Allo 
| Presbyteties are to preſſe them to finde {uch Caution ; And 
ro obſerve whar perſons pur their Sons. or Daughters to ſuch 
Families as are tainted with Popery within the Land, the ſame 
being a {peciall mean to corrupt them wich Idolatry ;; And to 
cauſe fuch Parents recall their Children, or elſe proceed with the 
Cenſuresof the Kirk againſt them. LW > 0 
- Allwhich Overtures, Presbyteries are ſeriouſly required and 
Ordained to obſerve dlligencly wich Cectification , / That ,they | 
ſhall be ſeverely cenſured, It they ſhall be found remiſle or neg- 
ligent. in any of theſe points, which are {o neceſſary for keeping 
of the LORD'S Houſe and People unpoluted: with. Ertor, / 


—_ 


Idolatry, or Superſticion. | 5 
Aug. 11. 1648, Antemeridiem,Sefſ: XXXIX.- 
AF for proſecuting the Treaty for the Vnt- 
formity in Religion in the Kingdom of 
ENGLAND. | + i124 


m2 HE Generall Aſſembly, Taking to their conſi- 
S828 deration that the Treary of Unitormity in Re- 
ligion in all His Majeſfies Dominionsis notyer 
perfeRted ; Therefore 5 Renews the Power and 
& Commilsion granted by preceeding Aſſemblies 
for proſecuting that Treaty unto theſe Perſons 

by Av afrernamed vis. Mr. Robert Dowglas, Mr. Samuel 
Rutherford , Mr. Rabert Baillie , Mr. George Gilleſpie Miniſters. 
And Earle of Caſsills, Fohy Lord Balmerinech, and Sr. Arch. 
obnfton of W. : Elders; Aurhocizing them with full-power 
to proſecute the taid Treaty 'of Uniformity with the Honourable 
-Houſes of the Parliament bt Z»zland, and the Reverend Aſ- 
ſembly of Divines there,or any Committees Appointed by them : 
And to doall and every thing which may advance, perfe&, and 
bring that Treaty toan happie concluſion , conform ro the Com- 
. milsions given Saw Fo, | 


* 
. 


on 


UMI 


The Generall Aſſembly, 1648. 53 
enewing the Commiſsion for the public f- 


SSI H E Generall Afſembly Taking ro their confide- 
#/X ration, that in reſpe& the great-w Unitor- 
airy inReligion in al his Majeſties injons is 
nor yet perfected (though by the Lords bleſsing 
there isa good progreſs made is the ſame) There 
OW 15 & neceſsity. of renewing the Commitſsions 

| granted formerly for pr ingand | 
chat great Work; Do Therefore Renew the Power and Com- 
miſsion granted tor the Publick Aﬀairs of the Kirk by the Gene- 
rall Aſſemblies held at Saint uwLadgreows, 1642. and at Edinburgh 
1643. 1644: 1645. 1646. and 1647. unto the perſons fellowing, 
vi3.. Maſters, Fohn Lawder , Andrew WWaed ,- David Calderweed, 
Robert Ker , Fohn (Mackghic , -Fobn Knox ,-:Fohn Sinclar,” Fohm 
Adamſon, Robert Dowglas, George Gilleſpie, Fames Hanuiltin, Mungo 
Law, John Smith, Robert Lawrie, George Lefly ,, Fohn Weir, Robert 
Eliot, Alexander Dickſon, Patrick Fleeming, _—_— Vaſiie, Ephrains 
Mebvill, Hew Kennedie, Kenneth Logie, Alexander Leviſtoun, George 
Bennet , David Weems , William Row, Robert Young, William Men» 
zies', Fobn Frichairne, John: Givan , Harie Guthrie ,- Andrew 
Rind, David Auchterlony,S amuel Ouftecn, Thomas Henderſon, Charles 
Archibald,” Andrew Lawder, Jobs Lrviftow, Fobn Macklcllan, Alex- 
ander Turnball, William Foullerton, _ Hutcheſon, FohwGenell, 
Patrick Cobvill,Fames Ferguſon, Hew Peebles, Fohn Hamilton nAlex- 
guder Dunlope, David Ephifton, David Dickſon, Rober Baillie, Robert 
Ramſay; Parrick Gilleſpie, -Fatrick Sharpe, James Naſwith', Fobn 
Frome, Evan Camron, Robert Blair, Samuel Eutherfurd, David' For- 
res ;\ Robert Traill , Andrew Bennett, Waltber Greg, meg 
younger, Fohn Moncreiff, Fredrick.Carmichaell, Jobw C s,Fohn 
Duncan, Andrew Donaldſon, Wil. Oliphant, George Simmiy, Andrew 
Affleck, Arthur Granger, David Strachen, _Andrew Cant,Fobn Rew, 
Ea Paterſon , Alexander Cant, Fohn Toung, Seatow, David 
Lindſay xt Belhelvie , Nathanicl Martine , Annaznd,” VWillian 
# alconer Joſeph Brodie, Alexander Summer William Chalmer ,Gilbert 
on, David Roſſe, George Gray, Robert Knox, William Penman, 
James Guthrie, Thomas Donaldſon, Willtam Jameſon, Thamai Wil- 
hie, Fames Ker, Fohu Knox, Andrew Danacaſon Miniſters : ©1rcbv- 
bald Marques of Argile, Alexander Earle of Eglimtoun, Fob Earle 
of Caſfils, YVill:ew Earle of Lothian , Archibald Lord Angus, 
FFilliaw Lord Borthwick,, Fohw Lord Torphichen', Febw" Lord 


| Balmerino, Robert Lord Burly, Fames Lord: Couper, 


Lord Kilcadbright , Alexander Lord Blcho, Sir Archibald Fobn- 
fon ot Wariton , Sir Fob» Hope of Craighall , ET 
134908 Scotſcraig, 
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Scotſcraig, Sir John Monereiff of that ilk, | _ —- Beaton 
of Creigh, Sir Fobn YY anc; of Midrie, Sir 7howar Ratbven of 
Frieland , Sir George Maxwell of Netherpolock, Sir Fames Fraſer 
of Brae , Sir Fames Hacks? of Pirfirren , Sir William Carmichacll- 
younger of that ilk , YYalter Dyndas younger of that ilk , Thomas 
Craizs of Ricarton, Mr. George Winrain of Liberton, Sir Alexander 
I RIO Brodie of that ilk, - "Forbes 
of Eight)" 7jlliam Moore of Glanderſton, Fohn Key of Lochrour, 
Alexander Pringill of Whitbank, /Yalrher Scot of W hit{laid,' Fob 
Crafurd of Craturdland, Sir Fohn Chiſly of Car(well, Robert Monroe 
-of Obſteall, - | .' Cormwall of Bonhard , George Dundas of 
Dudingſton, Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield, Mr. Alexander Colvill 
of Blair, Mr. Alexander Peirſon, Mr. Robert Burnet younger, Mr. 
Thomas Murray, George Potterfield, Mr.Iames Campbell, Tames Hamil- 
$0; Lawrence Henderſon, Mr. Robert Barclay, Mr, Y'Villiam More, 
V Villiam Glendoning Doctor, : . Dowglas , | Iames Sword,. 
Gideon lack, Mr. Dongall Campbell, Ibn Boſwall, Toby Brown, vril. 
'Brown , Robert Brown 'and YVilliam Ruſſell Elders : Giving. unto 
thern full Power and Commilsion , to do all andevery thing for 
preſervation of the Eſtabliſhed Dorine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and 
Government of this Kirk , againſt all who ſhall endeavourto in- 
rroduce any thing contrary thereunto, and for proſecuting, advan- 
cing ,” perfeting and bringing the ſaid Work of ormity in 
Religion in all His' Majeſties Dominionsto a happy conclufion, 
contoravto the former*Comtmiiſsions granted by proceeding A(- 
ſetnblies thereanent, And to that effect —— them, or any 
{eventeen' of cthem', whereof thirteen ſhall be Miniſters co meer 
here in this Ciry to-morrow the 1 3 of this Moneth, And there» 
after upon the laſt Wedneſday,of November, February, and May 
next , and\upon any other day ; and in any other placethey ſhall 
chink fic. Renewing alſo to the Perſons before named the powe? 
contained ini the A of the A 1643. Intituled A Reference 
ro the Commiſcion anent the Perſons deſigned torepair to the Kingdow 
of England. And further, incaſe Delinquents have. no conſtanc 
refidence in up Presbyterie,, or it Presbyteries be negli 
or overawed, in theſe caſes The Aflembly gives tothe | 
before named , ſuch power of cenſuring complyers and- perſons 
diſaffetedto the Covenant according to the Acts of the Aſſem- 
bly, Declaring alwayes and providing, that Miniſters ſhall not be 
depoſed , bur in one of the quarterly meetings of this Commiſ- 
fion, Andfurther Authoriſes themas formerly with fullpower 
ro makeSupplications, Remonſtrances, Declarations andWarnings 
to Indict Faſts and Thankſgivings as there ſhall be cauſe co Pro. 
reſt againſt all encroachments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, 
Andrto cenſure all ſuchas interupt this Commiſsion or any other 
Church Judicacory, orthe execution of their Cenſures or of 
other ſentences or Acts iſſuing from them, And with fall 
| power 
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power tothem to treat and determine inthe matters referred un- *: 
cothem by this Aſſembly , as fully and freely as if che ſame were 
here fully expreſſed, and with as ample power as any Commiſſion 
of any former Generall Afemblics hath had or been in uſe of 
. F before : Declaring alſo thacall oppoſets of the authority ot this 
Commilsion in macters intruſted to them ſhall be holden as op- 
; poſers of the wo 1s of the Generall Aſſembly , And this 
| Commiſion in their whole proceedings are comptable to , and 
cenſurable by the next Generall Aſſembly, 


Auguſt. 164.8: Poſtmeridiem, Seſl. XL. 


Exemption of Myrray, Roſle, and Caithneſſe 
from the contribution granted to the boyes of 
Argyle, with « Recomendation to Preſ- 
byteries, to make up what u taken of them by 


that exemption. | 


SE 8O nacerning the overture and defire of the Com- 
FSI SO SEAS miſtioners of the Presbyreries of £Marrgy, Roſſe, 
is SY) and Caihreſſe for an ion from that con- 
x; We cribution of fo! lings , reeommended for 
SS cmertainment of the 1riſb- in Argyle y 
-The Aſſembly having conſidered thereof , and 
of their offer in the name of "the {aid Preaby- 
ceries,it chart exem be granted, Do Approve their offer , And 

ore hereby. rsthe ſaid Presbyteries of 'the ſaid con- 
+ * tribution of tourty coward the emertainment of the 
boycs in.4rgyle, And O 


forthat exemption accordirig to 
the offer of their (aid Commilsioners , that each P of 
the faid Provinces entertaine ' one of the Tr:ſb mp 
' Schooles, and if any be found already fic for Colledges, they ſhall 
maintain them at Philoſophie , and ſo forward, untill they be fir 
forthe Miniſtry : and Becauſe by. this exemption 'the comribu- 
Son Hor ths, 5 vr Argyle will be ſo much lefſened. Therefore 
The Aﬀembly Recommends to all other Presbyreries to think 
upon ſome wey how by the charitable ſupply that may be made | 


7 


upuncothem. 


The Gia Ment, wr 
' Afroncerhing Ollie for the Porte. 


; at: 05399 32 
Ny NG E:Adembly -Underſtanging that: the , col- 
Ba letidns for .t & poor-in_ ſome Kirks-/jin the: 
ay Counttey:y wneaken inthe time of Divine Ser-. 
3 vices: Which being;a very ge rear 3nd unlgemly: 
diſturbance of Divine Worihip, Do Theretoxc. 
hereby Inhibit and diſcharge the ſame. And 
Ordains.that the Miniſter and Seſsjon zppoint 
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SS F,ouy cord untous, that we bearin our 65h theſe 


SIRE 3 humble and durifull reſpects to your Majeſtic, 
that loyall ſubjects owe to their native So. 
veraigne , and that it would lene of our greateſt contentments 
upon earth', ro ſce your Majeſtic reigning forthe LORD, in 

| Righte- 
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Righteouſneſſe and-Peace over theſe Nations : And therefore as 
we do bow our knees daily betore the Throne of Grace on your 
behalt; and the behalf of your Fofterity ; Sowe finde ous ſelves as 
heretofore obliged faithfully and - freely-to warn your-Majeſtie 
of your danger and datie ; Wiſhing, and hoping thatthe L O R 
will- incline your Royall heart, from chefence of the evil which 
hath befallen You, through che lighting of/tormer Warning, to; 
be more” atreritive unto this. Weare very ſenſible of: your Ma- 
jeſties 'lufferings-, and low condition, and do not -in the leaſt 
meaſure approve, bur from ourhearts abhorre any thing thar 
hath been-done to your Majeſties Perſon, contrary co-thecom- 
mon reſolactions of - both Kingdoms: Yert-/ir ſhall be your Ma- 
jeſties wiſdom , in this as in all that hath befallen”you theſe 
years paſt,” ro read the righteous hand of the LO R D; writing 
birter chings- againſt you, as for all your Provocations;, ſo eſpe» 
cially for” reſiſting tis Work , and authorifing by -your Com- 
miſsions the ſhedding of the blood of his People, for which ir 
is high timeto repent, that there be no more wrath againſt you 
and your Realms. ' - u)i- 68 

The Commiſsion of the preeding Aflembly , whole praceed- 
ings areunamimouſly. approven by this Aſſembly , Having read 
your Majeſties Letter of the date at Carisbrook, Caſtle,” December 
27. And peruſed your Conceſsions, did finde ſome of theſe Con- 
ceisions deſtructive :to the Covenant,and all of them unſarisfacto- 
rie,and did therefore emir a Declaration concerning the ſame, leaſt 
your Majeſties Subjects in this Kingdom ſhould have unawaxes 
imbarked themſelves in an Engagement upon grounds. not con- 
ſifting with the goodof Religion, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant. 'For preventing whereof, they did alſo preſent moſt 
juſt and neceſſary defires unto. the high {and honourable Court 
of Parliament of this'Ki mz which;if they had been granted, 
might haye through the'Bleſsing of G O D, either procured up- 
on Treaty ) your Majeſties re-eſtabliſhment , and a ſolide Peace, 
or laid open the expediencie and neceſsity of x lawfull War, and 
have united this Kingdom therein for the good of -Religion., of 
your Majeſtic , and of your Kingdoms. When the- Pacliamenc 
was pleaſed without ſatisfation-to any of theſe defires,.ro go 
on-towards the determining of a War upon the grounds.,con- 
rained in their Declaration , As many of their own Members who 
have been faithtull in the Cauſe F G'O D from the beginning, 
did diſſent-from their procecdings;, ſo:moſt of all the ;Presby- 
reries and Synods of this Kingdom;:and the Committees of. War 
in' ſeveral! Shires did: by ! humble- Supplication repreſent to 
the Parliament , how: unſatisfied-they' were in their conſcieq- 
ces concerning the preſent Engagement :: Notwithſtanding of 
all which, the Engagement hath: carried on without - 


ing either of the lawfulneſſe or- neceſsity thereof. There- 
H 2 fore 
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fore, We having now examined the ſame. by. the Rule. of 
Gods Word, and having found it unlawtull ,-as we have warned 
rhe whole Cmſdaroſthe danger thereof,So we hold it our Duty 
aMfo' ro warne Majeltic:as.the Servants of the moſt High 
G OD, and in' Name of: the Lord Feſws Chriſt, wha.. muſt 
Judge the quick andidead , Earneſtly belecching your, Majeſtic 
that us ye would nor draw new guilt upon your Majeſties, Throne, 
and mike theſe Kingdoms again 2 field of Blood, you;would be 
far from owning or having any handin this ſo,unlawthllan . En- 
gapement; 'Whichas't hath alrcady been, the cauſe of ſo much 
ſorrow and many fufferings ro the People of -God in this. Land, 
who choſe afflition rather then fin , So. it tendeth to /theundps- 
- ing of ithe Covenantiand Work of Reformation : As/ wedo..nor 

ethe reſtirution' of your 'Majeſtie rothe.exerciſe! of your 
Royall' Powe?;'So we muſt 'needs _ deſire that that, which is 
GODS begiverunto Him inthe firſt place,: and that, Religion 
may be ſecuredbeforo the ſetling of any humane intereſt; Being 
confidentrhatthis way is not only moſt for the Honour of GOD, 
but alſo for your Majeſties Honor 8 Safety. And therefore as it was 
oneof our Defires roche High and. Honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment that they would folicite your Majeſtic, for ſecuring of Reli- 
Sion, andeſtabliſhing the Solemn League and Covenarx in all 
your Doalinions, that your Majeſtic might know that what they 
intend on your behalt was witha-ſ{ubordination to Religion; So 
weto now from: our ſelves make this humble addreſs unto your 
Mejcftie,  remems LA Majeſtie as you tender Truth ang Peace, 
70u would be pleaſed co ſuffer your ſelf. to be poſſeſſed with right 
rthoughtsof rhe League and Covenant, and of thie proceedings of 
yout Majeſties loyall Subjets in relation thereunts, andgive your 
Royell aſſent for injoyning of-it in-all your: Dominions, If your 
Majeſtie 'had been-pleaſed to hearken eo-08r Counſell. hereanenr 
rr? ago, the blovd of many thoulands, which now lyes 


ipbn your Majeſties Throne, might haye been ſpared, Popery, 
Prelacy, 1dolatry, Superſtition , Prophanefle , Herefie, Errour, 
Se&s amid Schiſmes'which are now growa to. {o great a height in 
England, mighttrave been extirpate, and your. Majeſtie firting in 
Peateinyourown'Heuſe;Reigning over your Subjects withmuch 
mutual comrentmientand:contidence, And #f your: Majeſtie ſhall 
yet ſearch our and<repent'of/all- your ſecrerand open Sins, And 
efrer fo many dear-bouglit Experiences of the danger of eyil 
arr ronys be now - _ _ My = to hearken. to ws 

king unto youin the Name. of the;Lord , We are confident 
By hid nvatas your Majeſtic-may yet be reſtored , and a ſure and 
firme peace procured;-Wetake it as a great mercy , and 85 adoor 
of hope, thar GOD Rillinclines the hearts of all his Servants. 59 
pray or your Mujeſtie ; And we would not have your Msjeſtie to 
ook tiponir as @ light thing , chat you have been preſerved alive, 


when 
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when many thoufands have by your means and procurement tal 
ten on your hn a on Henan yrs forbid thar 

our Majeſtic ſhould any longerdeſpiſerhe word of exhortation, 
the riches of his coclarfle, feblnmes and long ſuffering, not 
knowing that the goodnefle of God leads you unto Repentance 5 
For it your Majeſtie do fo, As we are afraid, all Counſels and Ene 
deavours for your Majeſties re-eſtabliſhmene ſhall be in yain and 
without ſucceſſe, becauſe of the Wrath of the LORD of Hoſts, 
who brings down the mighty-troam bis Throne, gnd ſcatters the 
proud in the imaginations ot their hearts ; So we ſhall mourn in . 
ſecrer forit, and for all the miſeries that are like ro com? upon 
your Throne & your Dominions,8& comfort our ſclves in this,that 
we have delivered our own fouls. But we defire xp hope better 
things, and chat your Majeſtie will humble yaur felt under the 
mighty hand of God, and be inclined go hearken to the fairhfull 
advile of his Servants, be willing ro ſecure Religion, and implo 
your Royall Power for advancing the Kingdom of the Son 
G O D, which will turn as' well ro the Honour and ag 
of your Majeſtie as to the Peace and Safery of: your Subjects. 


Auguſt 12. 1648. Sefl. lr. 
A diſcharging Duels. 


PEORHE General Aſſemblyraking in conliderationthe 
FeN many Duels and. combars that have been tought, 
and Challenges that have been made, ang car- 
ried, and received in this Land of late, And be- 
'# ing ſenſible of the exceeding great offence that 
NR comes by ſo horrible and hainous a fin; which 
i 12 0 - $a:grofle preferring of the: ſuppoſed credir of 
the Creature unto the Honout of the moſt High God,'and an 
uſurpaion.upen the.office of the Magiſtrate by private mens ta- 
king of the Sword, Anda High degree of murther both'sf body 
and foul, by ſhedding the blood of the one, & cutting off the ather 
tromtime of repenting; And which doth ordinarily produce many 
wofull conſequenzs , Therefore doth enact And Oxdain thatall 
Perfonsof' wharſever qualiry who ſhall either fight Duels, or 
make, or write, or receive, or with their knowledge carry Chal- 
_— orgoto the fields, either as Principals , or as Seconds 
ro fight Duels and Combatrs, that they ſhall without reſpe& of 
Perſons be proceſſed withthe Cenſures of the Kirk and brought 
before the Congreggtion two ſeverall Lords-dayes; In the firſt 
whercot they are ſharply to be rebuked and convinced of the hai-' 
nouſneſle of their fin and offence, and on the next to make a {0- 
lemn publick Conteſsion thereof, and profeſsion of their —_—_— 
Humili-" 
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Humiliation and. Repentance fot the ſame. ' And it the Perſon 
euftty of anyot the tormer offences be an Elder or Deacon, he is 
co be remaved from his office, and whatſoever perſon guilty of. 
any aftheſe offences, ſhall refuſe to give obedience according to 
the eenour of this A&, ſhall be proceſſed ro Excommunicarion : 

always, thatif any be killed at ſuch Duels, the killer 
ſhall be proceeded againſt by the Kirk as other murtherers. 


Att concerning depoſed | Miniſters. 


F35 To) th E Aſſembly conſidering that divers Miniſters de- 
FE, at poſed for Malignancy, and complying with the Ene- 
76 r ja mies of this Kirk and Cauſe'of God, may be ſuited 
Re | 3A by, and hope to get entry in ſome Congregation 
|G=>S22D) where a Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy hath been, 
and may be ſuppoſed to have pur on the people a ſtamp and im- 
preſsion of Malignancie, and being by the A& of the Generall 
Aſſembly in 1» 1645. Paſt all hope of being reſtored to rhe 
place out of whilk he was caſt - Now alſo Ordains and enacts that 
no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and complyance forcſaid 
(when it ſhall fall ourthat he be put in a capacity of admiſsion ro 
che Miniſtry ) ſhall encer intothe Congregation of any other Mi- 
niſter who alſo hath been depoſed for Malignancy and comply- 
ance, as ſaid is. . 


Sd HE General Afſembly not having now time to con- 
N To ſider the References of preceding Aſſemblies, and the 
Sz: Bp. moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſent their opini- 

< ons in Writ, Therefore do yet again Recommend ro 
Presbyteries and Provinciall Aſſemblies ro conſider all marrers re- 
ferred by this or by any farmer Aſſemblies, are to ſend their opi- 
nions therein in writ to the next Generall Aſſembly. 


H E meeting of the next Generall Aſſembly « hereby Appointed 
| #0 be at Edinburgh the firff Weddlay of July, P, 


A.Kzsx. 
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